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Günter Mittag (left), GDR Politbureau member in charge of economic affairs, 


confarring with Chancelior Helmut Schmidt In Bonn on intra-German ties. The 
Chancellor is widely expected to meat GDR leader Erich Honecker soon. {Sse page 3). 


Bonn maintains its policy of 
building bridges with East 


But, if the GDR only retains this lee- 
way because the Soviet Union is keen to 
convey the impression of business as 
usual so as to stop Bonn from siding ine 
ternationally with the United States, this 
policy should reach its limits before 
long. 

In recent months Chancellor 
Schmidt's entire policy has been direct- 
ed at postponing for as long a8 possibie 
the moment of truth at which it was to 
be seen whether full solidarity with the 
United States could be reconciled with 
Ostpalitik as hitherto pursued. 

He was hoping something might hap- 
pen to alleviate the crisis and has con- 
tinually built bridges, both nationally 
and in the EEC, to enable the ‘Soviet 
Union to relax the tension. 

But the Soviet response haz sO far 
been none too encouraging. The reply to 
a personal note to Mr Brezhnev was 
most unsatisfactory. 

This was, in the final analysis, the rea« 
son why Herr Schmidt finally. failed to 
reiterate his assurance that he would 
visit Moscow If qnly Mr Brezhney.were to 
renew his invitation. ا‎ 

Circumstances are steadily , forcing 
Bonn to close the gap between it and 
the United States and Mr Brezhnev has 
asked whether the Chancellor might like 
to visit Moscow this summer. 

.It. is Olympic summer in Moscow, 
and the Bonn Government has. just 
summoned the courage to advise its at 
letes not to take part. FR 

Besides, the propûsed-'date sfiows 'that 
Mr Brezhnev is still in -no igreft' hurry. 
8 Crisis could mount before Herr Schmidt 
4+ ° hag had time to visit theıSoviet. capital. : 

So the Chancellor wlll have ho optjon 
but to clarify ` Borif's viewpolnt ‘before 
hand. E EE 1 
E ı..." ; (Der Takessplegel, 17 April'1 980) 


onn wants its policy of coming to 

treaty terms with East bloc countries 
wherever possible to be kept clear of the 
eddies of international crisis. 

It has every intention of doing this in 
conjunction with its allies. 

This is particularly true of ties with 
the GDR as regulated by the Basic Trea- 
ty wilh East Berlin. 

The visit to Bonn by GDR Politbu- 
reau member Gûnter Mittag, who is in 
charge of economic policy, is seen by 
the Federal govemment as conf! irmation 
that the GDR likewise still retains the 
option of seeking to benefit from ties 
with West Germany on as normal 4 
basis as possible. 


(Photos: dpe) 
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A WEEKLY REVIEW OF THE GERMAN PRESS 


rff opêns Hanover Fair 
Bonn Economic Affairs Minister Giunt Lambsdorff (second from loft) takes 8 closer 


fook at a Brazillian corimerelal vehlole engins exhibited by .orie ‘of 170 ‘Brazilian 
exhibitors at the Hanover Fair: He was accompanied by Brezil's Industry Minister :Joab 
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Schmidt bides his time 


on Moscow invitation 


Legitimation for this step, including 
moral justification, Was derived from 
Bonn's share of responsibility for the 
17m Germans in the GDR. : 

This approach is, however, liable to be 
accused of wishful thinking as long as 
there is no clear indication that the 
Soviet Union might be prepared to toe 
the line, 

Moscow must be now have realised 
the negative consequences of the Sovlet 
adventure in Afghanistan, a country it 
can no longer pacify militarily, although 
it might yet do so politically. 

The Third World countries Moscow 
has come to regard as its natural allies 
in the fight against actual and alleged 
imperialism haye pointed accusing fin 
gers and are calling on the Soviet Union 
to withdraw. 

The United States, which in Soviet 
eyes is weakened in both its military 
and mental powers of resistance, govern” 
ed by a weak President and involved in 
a crisis with Iran, has nonetheless sum- 
moned the strenglh to respond drastical- 


7. 

But Moscow’s gravest miscalculation 
may yet prove to have been its judg- 
ment of Bonn, both over Nato’s decision 
to develop a new generation of medium= 
range missiles and over the Olympic 
boycott. 

The Kremlin's judgment may have 
appeared for a while to be backed up by 
controversy within the Social Democra- 
tic Party in West Germany and within 


Nato. 

Buf that would have been to undere- 
stimate Chancellor Schmidt and his 
powers of stamina. 

Herr Schmidt endorsed the Nato deci« 

Continued on page 4 
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elmut Schmidt seems in no hurry 
HR take up Mr Brezhnev's renewed 


dinvitation to visit Moscow, He is only 


„foo weli aware of the imponderables,. 

' The foremost is the unpredictable 
çourse of events in and around Iran. 
„Another is the intentions, course ad re- 
‘sults of Mr Gromyko's travels. 

Herr Schmidt is not the man to shirk 
the challenge he faces in the Kremlin, 
but despite his self-assurance if he does 
not go he will have given up the chance 

full-scale crisis management. 

It is an extremely thankless task and 
overtaxes the Federal Republic's powers 
regardless of the international impor- 
tance that West Germany is agreed to 
command. 
` Besides, the Bonn Chancellor is in 
the midst of a general election cam- 
paign. He can afford neither to assume a 
wilight role nor to [ail in any mission 
he might agree to take on. 

So he must first coordinate his moves 
sith Bonn's allies, and intensive coordi- 
nation is required. This alone is difficult 
enough, as recent weeks and months 
have shown. 

A no less important criterion that will 
have decided him whether to accept the 
Kremlin's invitation or not is the extent 
to which the Soviet Union appears wWill- 
ing fo go back on a stubborn and 
headstrong position. 

So far we have been limited to con- 


ence. Instead of doing without jeclure in the quest for motives, One ar- 
1 time for pij! ENISIOIOIEILOSSEIUHLIOLHIHLLESIUOLDURIHTOHIUITIVERITILTHIHLSLUKTUUTLUIT 
for their own childhood ~ 8" 
Couned of E 
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openly reverted to brutal power politics 


Another, while not denying what ha 


of Nato’s negotiation offer and the inva 
Sion of Afghanistan, assumes miscalcula- 
; tion on Moscows part, and thus possible 


2 ا‎ readiness to correct mistakes. 


Were the first argument to be nearer 
the truth, an escalation of tension and 
. an unprecedented arms race would in- 
. evitabiy ensue. E 

Yet this prospect of this ghastly alter 
mative has motivated Europe in general 
and Bonn İh particular. to reopen the 
Kremlin's avenues of nêgotiatlon.. 
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derestimated. After all, ohildred 


century children worked i س‎ 
dren in the Third World suffer 

According to statistics of 1 SOCIETIES 
Asia, 911m in. the Far Easi, 9.1m 


ca and 3.1m in Latin Amerlot, Al : 0 
they work like adults, the “ gıment is that the Soviet Union has 


ften do not ha to ea. 
٠ ا‎ any cilan ا‎ rent the romantic vell of de- 


haye enough work to:survive " 
aye enough work to's jf happened, such as the brusque rejection 


n -the' e i : 


“there are 700,000 chilgren ` work, 
figure. 


Playing with fire 


irene Knobel, a 25-year-old Berlin girl who lives In Hamburg, i! 
only professional fire-eater. Madame Flames is her stage e: ا‎ 
job she clalms to have suffered no more than the odd blister as she travels mut 


Child labour 


to be up to date in methods of treat= 
ment and outpatient therapy. We are 
open and flexible to new modes of 
Continued from page i4 
their part-time jobs. Jen? dw 
Sven, works in his frlend’s gang! 


treatment.” 
Ht is wrong to try to neutralise daily 

repairs drink machines in the şt? 

a friend who is an apprentice elli 


stress by alcohol and tablets. The point 
is to take joint action against ill-making 
conditions — and no one knows this 

better than the women that have been “I get DM15S to DM20 an hour i 

ready almost a fully-fledged meti’ 

Many children also do paid st 

home — sticking parcels, wilt’ 


working in the anti-alcohol circle in 
dresses and so on, Stress bezim fr! 


Frankfurt for the past 10 years. 
This does not mean that the problem 

se children after half an hour it. 

children doing this kind of wk! 


of alcohol iş or their agenda at every 
et But these women have had si 
milar experiences and so similar ques- ۴ 1 
tions tend to arise: how can Î 9 at ا‎ 13 and thelr mother iil € 
work? How canı I regain the trust of my 0 5 o workers ti 
my And, a how am I to find ed 0 ا‎ o they e 
. ٤ 
Pace OI Eike Gerken themselves, They buy cassette 
{Hennoversche Allgemeine, 29 March 1980) a n and e 
'urniture for their room 

volving chairs are in at the mot 


instance. 
These children are working 


goods, they are losing 


able loss. In 1979 the 
recommended that more 
to make parents aware of tê 


by all other countries. The fund's in- child labour, which ther 


come wil! inevitably be cut ~— despite 
the fact that Bonn has upped its contri 
bution from DM0.5m to DM2m. 

Dr Schrdder praises the Japanese 
shipping industry, which donated 
400,000 dollars to the fund. He added 
that the UN fund would also be grateful 
for private contributions from West 
Germans. . ٤ 

The fund's account rumber is 777, 
Deutsche Bank, Bonn (UNO Rauschgift 
Fonds). The German United Nations So- 
ciety will provide receipts to be present 
ed to tax offices. 

Clearly, money alone cannot solve tiie 
problem. A number of industrial coun- 
tries — including France, the UK, the 
US and Japan — have still not signed 
the 1971 International Drugs Agreement 
aimed at controlling chemically produc 
ed drugs, 

And in the UN Commission the 
poppy-growing countries are mutinying, 
ie adem Dy, that the indus- 

nations insist on them stopping 1 
poppy production but are reluctant to e : 0 2 an 
control their own production of chemi- children working ' in 


ol dug. Hort Zirmermlapî . 
.... (Bfemar Nochrlehten, 1 Aprli 1989} 


jobs are only following 

Child 1abour was made 
beginning of the century. İn ا‎ 
mines and small firms. Millions 
fate today. 


tional Labour Office ir 
are 29 children working in 


And every year many 
in these: countries because te 


° Against this background the: 
in ‘child labour i 
nations .of : the West, wherê 
work for superfluous, consunef 
doubly reprehensible. 
‘The. Labour Office 


estimated, 
Nort 
‘Westphalia alone: . Erka 
(Hitngoversohe Allgemeine, 29? 
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Alcoholism claims more 
women victims 


Most of these women say that before 
they became alcoholics they indulged in 
“controlled” drinking for months and 
even years. 


Of course it is difficult to pinpoint 
the moment at which the person 
becomes addicted. Many women have 
been in this circle for 10 years and are 
fighting for themselves and others 
against a relapse in a society which 
overwhelms ite members with advertis« 
ing for drink. 


Statistics show that every citizen (the 
statistics include babies) spends.on ave= 
rage DM600 on alcohol every year. 


Dr Roland Langer of the Frankfurt 
Bürgethospital, confirms that the num 
ber of alcoholic women is increasing, 
despite greater conciousness of their so 
cial role. 


The relapse rate for alcoholism is es- 
timated to be as high as 20 per cent. If 
this İs to be reduced, not only medical 
therapy but psychological back-up mea= 
sures are urgently needed. 


Inereasing alcoholism has increased 
the importance of the advice given by 
church counselling centres to alcoholics. 
The addicts counselling centre of the 
Protestant Church in Frankfurt reflects 
the big city situation, Frankfurt and its 
satellites having a population or 1.5m. 
The range of church organisations advis= 
ing and counselling addicts is very wide: 
73 parishes are involved, 


Deacon Sorgenfrei, one of the coun- 
sellors, says that one typical aspect of 
addict counselling in Frankfurt is “the 
importance of personal help. We also try 


Fears that heroin scourge 
will get still worse 


Oskar Schröder 
(Photo: Horst Zimmermann) 
has received a mere 45nı dollars,” says 
Schrëder. 

Up to now, the US has shouldered the 
best part of ihis burden — 4m dollars. 
Now Washington has had enough of 
this and sald that in futyre it will only 
Santrihute 25 per gent of what is pall h1 
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here are more than 2m alcoholics 
in West Germany, This makes al- 

coholism the most common disease in 

the country. 

‘Most and more women are hitting the 
bottle. They drink nearly as much as 
mean, although their taste differs. 

They go more for liqueurs, and they 
drink less in pubs and at work and more 
in the home ~ often alone. 

Women also more often combine 
drinking with taking tablets, 

Average alcohol consumption in 
West Germany is 149 litres of beer, 26 
litres of wine and eight litres of spirits 
per head. 


Of course there ig, even among 
women, hidden alcoholism at work, 
0 shorts in coffee or thermos 


Often they break out into sweats or 
have difficulties concentrating and try to 
cover this up to colleagues by saying 
they stayed up late the night before, had 
a party, or that it is a “woman’s illness.” 

And if the truth gets out, bosses 
usually respond by threatening dismissal 
rather than recommending a cure, But 
this pressure often only increases 
dependence onı drink. 


A group of ex-alcoholiec women in 
Frankfurt have got together to form a 
“cured women alcoholics" circle under 
the aegis of the Protestant Regional As- 
sociation for the Treatment of Addictive 
Diseases. 


here are aver 45,000 registered he- 
roin addicts in West Germany — 
and last year heroin killed 615 people. 


Dr Oskar Schrëder, a ministerial dio 
rector in the Bonn Health Ministry, fears 
that the “highpoint of the heroin wave 
has not been reached yet.” Schröder was 
recently appointed head of the Drugs 
O ا‎ e United Nations, the 
irst German to be appointed 
high UN office. 1 وا‎ 


Schröder believes that the industrial 
nations must put more money into the 
fight against drugs. He appealed to the 
citizens of West Germany as follows: 
“The UN anti-drug fund needs more 
private donations” 

A hundred thousand peasants in Afg- 
hanistan, Pakistan, Laos, Thailand, Bur- 
ma and [ran live by cultivating the popp- 
ies from which heroin for the addicts of 
the industrial nations is produced, 


Schirëder says: “The industrial nations 
want to reduce heroin supply, This goal 
could be reached if we helped these 
countries lo find other products which 
their peasants could grow and earn a 
living from.” 

„UN experis are now teaching Thai 
peasants how to grow coffee, hops and 
vegetables in 30 villages — a modest 
start in view of Lhe fact that there ‘are 
over 800 villages producing poppies in 
Thailand. 


Faced with tlıijs enormous task, the 
UN's. funds are not even a drop in the 
genan. “In the past 1Q years, the fund 
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(Cartoon: E, M. Leng 1SUddeutache, Zeltung} 
Intra-German trade this year will be 
worth over DM1Obn. There are qlozens 
of factories and plants in East Germany 
built by companies from West Germany 
and West Berlin — and spare parts will 
continue to be needed for them: che- 
mical and steel works, foundries and 
granulation plants, furniture and meat 
factories and many others. 

The CDR not only wants to maintain 
but fo extend these connections, And if 
looks as if the power-station project 
proposed by the GDR plays 4 key role 
here, The GDR wants West Germany to 
built a coal power station for it, This 
power slation could help in the electrifi- 
cation of East German railways thus 
savinıg diesel oil and coal. 

It would be paid for by East Germany 
supplying electricity to West Berlin — 
and it looks as if the GDR is willing to 
allow an electricity sharing system be- 
tween West Germany and West Berlin 
— a connection West Berlin urgently 
needs. 


In February Chancellor Schmidt turr- 
ed down the idea of negotiations on this 
and other projects because the time was 
not right, Westen observers expect 
Ginter Mittag to bring these matters up 
in his talks with Schmidt. There is no 
doubt that such a project, though 
expensive, would be highly interesting 
for West Berlin, and the opportunity 
should certainly be taken to note it 
down on a list of subjects for negotia- 
tion. 1 

Another relevant problem is the so- 
called swing credit in intra-German tra- 
de. The original purpose of this was to 
allow both .sides scope for short-term 
fluctuations in supplies and payments: 
However, this system hes ong since .de- 
generated into mere preferential credit 
for the GDR.  . EE 

There,’ haye been several. şttempts to 
reçluce swing and there are due to be 
negotiations in the first half of this year 
on a reduction of swing ftom 1982 
onwards. Af the moment these negotia- 
tions could only be to the GDR's dis- 
advantage and it will probably therefore 
attempt to postpone them for as long 88 
possibiêé, And the Bonn government will’ 
wait tilî the.general election.  , 

Bûth sides aré on, lippery; ground, It 
looks, though, 4s if {H8. GDR, warits to 
make maximum use of the tittle scope it 
has within the East Bloc. e 

. The East Gernian Goyginmient cannot 
feel {Oo 'pomfartable jbpyt ie situatlon. 
The. oiher. East, European, states regard 
felalions between, the, two Germa 
şlatep, whleh,appeir, fo. be aiiore, ştaplê 

: 'godtinusd'on page 8:... E 


Keaping the German-German fine open. . 


reefs with the engines weak, the rudder 
failing and the sea stormy. 

Eyen in normal times, the GDR eco- 
nomy has its hands full correcting plan- 
ning errors and stimulating growth, For 
the past years it has had to cope with 
the additional problem of increasing raw 
materials prices and corresponding trade 
deficits. For oil imports fron the Soviet 
Union alone, the GDR now has to pay 
45bn East German marks more than in 
1971. As the SED's policy is to keep 
prices of basic foodstuffs, Wages and ser- 
vices stable, the state has to subsidise 
these sectors to the tune of more tlıan 
16bn East German marks a year. 

The SED leadership is doing every 
thing it possibly can to cope with this 
malase. It is relying on rationalisation, 
modernisation, imposed Lechnological 
progress, organising industry into large 
units (Kombinate) increasing exports 
and reducing imports. 

It is doubtful that these measures will 
bring the relief sought. lt would at any 
rate be disastrous for the GDR economy 
if its crucial relations with West Gerrta- 
ny were to be broken off as a result of 
international tension. 

The Bonn and East Berlin govern” 
ments made haste to complete the new 
transport agreement, which should be 
signed this month, before West Germa- 
ny decides on the Olympic boycott 
issue, The GDR will get DMS0Om for 
the building of the autobahn crossing 
point at Wartha/Herleshausen, extending 
the Berlin-Helmstedt autobahn to two 
lanes, and extending the Mittelland 
canal; this sum is over and above the 
payments already agreed on. 

in 1980 the GDR will get DM1.3bn 
from Bonn for transit Visa, autobahn 
construction, extension of canals, the 
removal of wast, ribbish and sewage. 
Then come income from visits anid traY- 
el within the ‘GDR by West German ‘cle, 
tizens, difficult té’ pùt a Figure’ on ‘bif 
aboùt DM300m; about DM130m for ré 
leasing prisoners aiid re-uniting families 

` Eašt Berlin ‘also has ã special interest- 

fres overdraft. facillty ‘of DM850m ات‎ 
this represents a saving of interest of 
DM8Oom. o j I 

- [f thêre should be a‘further cooling in 

East-West relations, all this: would ‘not 

necessarily . be endangered... Much . is 

based ‘on . long-term ': agreements. ‘and 
niost is also in the interests: of West 

Gérmany. ‘The ‘ present. situation has 

underlined’ that : intra-Germar. agtee- 

menlé and economic relations. have ied 
tola cûomplex network f.ties. which 
cannot simply: be..disentangled. even 
initimêş of crisis. ii edl 

The Federal’ Republic of..Germany i3 

tghe GDR's second-largest trade partner. 
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1926 ih Stettin. At the end of the Waf, 
hê was an 18-year-old railway worker. 
Hé imtnédiately joined the KPD (later 
the SED, Socialist Unity Party) and 
worked at first in the Railway Workers’ 


Union. ا‎ 

Upto 1951 thêre are gaps in his cu- 
riculum vitde, It could be that he sperit 
sûmë' time training as 'a éadre' in Mos 
cow. At any rate, hiš advancement was 
rapid — at the age of 27 he was a depart- 
mental leader in the SED Central 
Committee. 
1n June 1962, at the age of 35, Mittag 
became Secretary for Industry in the 
party apparatus and thus one of the 
most influential economic officials of 
the SED, Theh came the working out, in- 
troduction and failure of the New Eco- 
nomic System, which Walter Ulbricht 
and many economic officials hoped 
would lead to a more flexible system of 
planning. 

Mittag and Erich Apel, director of the 
State Planning Commission, wrote most 
of the theoretical articles on this reform. 

When the reform was diluted and the 
Soviet Union'simport requirements strain- 
ed tho GDR economy to breaking 
point, Erich Apel locked himself in his 
office and killed himself with a gunshot In 
December 1965. Mittag did not go to 
this extreme. He took part in the so- 
called second phase of the new system 
and later in the Economic System of 
Socialism — both deviations from tlie 
dream of a socialist economic system 
which, by “economic levers”, was meant 
to regulate itself. 

In September 1966 Mittag became a 
full member of the GDR Politbureau. 
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He was now right at the top. But it 
seemed that he had lost some of his 
elan, even though he did not express hs 
disappointments. Later he once said that 
no one had the right to take his own 
opinion as the criterion and under the 
guise of a scientific approach to “bypass 
the partys main direction.” This was a 
reference to the training of scientists but 
sounded ike a şummary of his own ex- 
perience with the New Econûmic Sys- 


tem. 
In October 1973 Horst Sindermann, 
on whom great hopes were ‘pinned at 
thie ‘timê succeeded Willi Stoph as Pre- 
sident of the Council of Ministers ‘and 
Mittag: Tesithed His post ‘as ‘secretary in' 
the Central Committee to' Become’ Sin- 
dermiènn"s'députy: This Was Hot necêssa. 
gilya $tep up, betause the ‘Council of 
Ministelê 1¥ an ekeéltive organ; tle der 
cislonë'are made by tê party apparatus. 
‘Werner Krolokéowski, an „inveterate, 
dogmatist, beta i6 Secretaty for iridustty. 
"Threé years later, hé ahd Mittag swapped 
jobs: Mittag again becarié’ secrétary ‘fot 
industry; Stoph Presideht of the Council 
of Ministers:'Krolokowski ‘his deputy.’ 
Stopkh has berl ilf'for:somêë time ind 
Krolokowski, a His deputy; lias better 
. chances of succeedlng him ‘and this 
. becoming No. 2in' the state ° |, 
‘But Mittag has also ‘consolidated’ his 
pésition, as his‘ homihation as member 
ùf the Slate Couhcil last Jung ahows.  ' 
‘Miftag’s task is similar to'thiatiof a cap’ 
. taln who .has ‘to’ steer'his’ ship . between 


™™ jg INTRA'GERMAN AFFAIRS 
New horizon as top 
official visits Bonn 
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Afi of the GDR Politbureau 
had had discussions with Chancel- 
jor Schmidt in Bonn following a visit to 
the Hanover fair. 

High-ranking GDR officials have 
qften visited the fair, but the subsequent 
talks between Gûnter Mitiag and Herr 
Schmidt marks a new development in 
intra-German relations. 

Of course it is no accident that this 
meeting is taking place now. The cool- 
ing of East-West relations following the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan meant 
that the talks, planned for this spring, 
between Helmut Schmidt and GDR lea 
der Erich Honecker, were postponed. 

Both sides wanted to avoid the im- 


not to go to Moscow will soon om 
ûn end. + 2 
Drea of the “world's mos 
erful matter of'no importance" lut 1 
٤ pression that they were cosily holding 
much, too long overshadowed onedl intra-German talks while their main 
world's foremost matters of some allies were showing thelr teeth. 


tance... The less spectacular visit by Gûünter 
The matter in question is Afgimt Mittag tû Bonn can certainly be regarded 
and the Soviet policy that lies bell as 2 substitute for the postponed 
„a policy of cûntempt for mankind: Schmidt-Honecker meeting — even 
disturbance of the peace. though it was planned at a time when 
Politicians, who have manoempelt Schmidt still Intended to vislt the GDR. 
long enough in minor théatre, i The fact that Mittag is visiting Bonn 
now find tine to coordinate Mott whereas hitherto it has mostly been 
reaching measures to counter jz Bonn ministers who have visited East 
expansion. ا‎ Berlin or Leipzig, shows which side is 
` The boycott decision may har more interested in this meeting. 
advantage of şending a fresh bree! The economic situation in the GDR 
joint endeavour to ilft the fog of ts very poor. Increasing costs of Faw mMa- 
and half-truths, But that can, of ls terials and energy, heavier defence ex- 
be rio more than 8 start. penditure and unsatisfactory increases in 
aT alr o “E: yor Loe productivity have made the GDR more 
1 : .. (Dlo Welt, ISAS dependent than ever before on Western 


currency. 

As US President Carter has reduced 
tade with the USSR and expects his 
allies to follow suit, the GDR leader 
ship has come to realise more strongly 
than ever how important are its trade 
with West Germany and the many trea- 
ties bringing in deutschemarks between 
Bonn and East Berlin. 

Mittag’s visit to Bonn is aimed not 
only at ensuring that there should be as 
little damage as possible to relations irl 
the next months but quietly to build up 
these relations. 
has had a remarkable career. 

1 jg His experience and his manner mean 
govemment will hûye to sk e that he is the man in the Politbureau 


Turkey to make. 2 2 : 

: with whom such level-headed and effec- 
4 E eet miist nonothels WF tiyo Westem politicians as Helrmut 
0 : en. must ا‎ of ie Schmidt and Minister .of Economic Af- 
i Sd metle ll yjf irs Count Lambsdorff can best talk 
: ن ا‎ East-West relations. |, 
is by no means the od of the Ge As one observér put it: “He dlcusses 
ble. onion FF West y atte hand without ideological 
Us ۳ Turkey HM ballast" ERE 
lng"dependent on ald from. wl | ‘Sincê the death of Honecker protegé 
the years ‘ahead. ' FH My Werner Lamberz and the’ sickness of 


a ا‎ Hermann ' Axen; Günter Mittag of fhe 
az top GDR Afficials has mûst experiëricê 
-.- dhe German Tribu, 

‘pltifiher’ Fndurton Reijats: anbikrchel 


of the' West, For Years’ hê has, been cori 
E Ld 


They will then no longer be sr: 
for spendin, af hom, which wll mt 
to the lihking of the entire Bunk 
by any stretch of the imagination. 

What makes nıatters even moe û 
cult, Turkey İs far from both er 
and political stability, Its internal d% 
sion i4 appareht from 
.lodged by. Turkish organlsations lı ¥ 
Germany against the proposed ل‎ 
gramme, 0 

Yet the rescue bid Js still in ils 
days, as are the ‘saûriflces the Tuk 


development of the GDR economy. ’. . 

He has travelled extensively, t0 Japan 
md France for example, in efforts, tû 
^ strengthen, the GDR's . economdê ' tle 
with non-Comniunist éeounttles. ا‎ 

Mittag hot only enjoys Honeçker's 
confidence. Ho also has a god reputa- 
tori in Moséow. IA the. years of transi 
tion from Ulbricht to, Honecker, Mittag 
{. adêd from tig scene. Five’ years .after 
Ulbrjcht’s departure, he came back ‘into 
the fold,. takiig, ovér' hiğh .govetiment 
. posts anit, Many observers believe that 


he 'had Soviet pressure to jank fof, this 
comeback, - e 
' GUiter Mittag ‘was born on 8: October 


cemed wit moré than just, the internal 
Georgine Piconı 


' Friedrich A 
Hamburg 76 


Advartiskıg tlpa isl No. 
EERE” 


idea of honesty’ and ' cleanliness not. to 
forget thé reality. for the sako’ of ideals, 
There iş in ãny.eaşe ã great deal of hy“ 
pocrisy in sport.  ' 

„And there fas been no shortage, of 1 
in „advange of the Moscow Olympics. 
The amateur .spirit has been, tarnished 
anew by athletes wlio, haye lamented 
that their prospect of. making .a mint of 
money out of Qlympic . hoiours from 
advertising ‘and the like has- now been 
wrested from them. 


Officials .who haughtily clalm they are 
impervious to political influence - (yet 
haye banned Taiwan and South ‘Africa 
from international sport on palitical 
grounds) have contributed precious Jlttle 
towards .offsetting dissatisfaction with 
double standards among young people. 


' The Olympics may not be dead, but a 
falr share’ of hypocrisy ij arid one ‘can 
but hope that the tussle ovèr whether ûr 


Matthöfer“an . 
. 9 ET: 
architec of 
ق‎ 

.‘Turkish'rescue 
ceed in developing a sufflcient head of 
a : 

‘Ata time when there is constant talk 
of the ‘indispensable need ` fer soldat, 
in the West, this massive flnantlal baoke 
Ing ‘for Turkey, a fellow-riember of 
Nato, ought not to go urinoticed. 

The $300m Bonn is contributing is 
not chicken feed. Nor for that matter is 
the $100m the French haye agreed to 
contribute, 

It costs nothing to boycott the Mios- 


cow Olympics but a packet to. stabilise 
Turkey, which is on the brink ‘of ecq- 


. . Romig. ruin ang threatens to i 
‘an effective’ Nato" partner. ee 


This ald to Turkey is the first effec- 
tive bid to contain the crisis triggered by 
the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan, 

Maintaining the programme's impetus 
and leading it to a süuccessful conclusion 
will be no easy task, Resistance must be 
overcome (and will continue to need 


, ovefcoming) in Getmany and elsewhere, 


A number of Social Democratlo. MPs 
in the Bonn Bundestag are reluctant to 
lend support to the Consérvative Demi 
rel goverrıment in Ankafa. SS 

But one is bound to wonder whiethiet 
they would prefer tö: wait until civil Wa 
breaks out in Turkey or the fnilitaty tke 


ayer and rule, the country in thei own 


way, 3 4 


1 : What ig moro, funds. earmarked:fo 


Ankara :muvat.. be. pruned from + other 
Bonn. Cavetnfhentexpengliture. currently 
included in the budgetuestlmates: Hjitnis 


WORLD AFFAIRS 


`, Bonn’s decision vital to 


flags or to the accompaniment of natio- 
nal anthems. 


If everyone is entitled to take part, 
and not just those who heye qualified in 
preliminarles of some kind or other. 
«Olympic competitors would be the kee- 
nest, but not necessarily the best. 

International sporting events are not 
dead, nor are tiie Olympic Games. What 

;has dled is the idea of sport separate 
fram polities and other dirty work, spart 
as art unsvulfied internatlonal link, 

. The demise of this idea ia rot exactly 
new either, In the past thé Soviet Union 
has chosert time and again not to come 
„Peto in sporting events on political 
grounde, . 

But past occaslons were all olad ih 
alibis designed to prove that the basic 
. İdea of sport leading &: separate existence 
‘of its own still held good, 

Afghanistan has now served inoti 
unmistakably ‘and iIneluotably, of the 
reallty, Sport has submitted to the pri= 
macy of politics, 

f had to do so, much though one 
ımight lament the fact, and although.one 


`. ‘might wish there were a field in which 


people could compete with one another 
independently of political hatred and the 
` hue and cry (and although sport might 
be considered a suitable field), that is a 
dream that has beén spoilt since long 
before Afghariistan. 


It is more conducive to the sporting 


he decision by the major Western 

countries to bankroll Turkey has 
been somewhat overshadowed by the 
Olympic boycott issue and trade restric 
tions with Iran. 


A full-scale foteign-exchange support 
programme has been agreed on. It will 
comprise $1.16bn this year for a Nato 
country on the pact’s south-eastern flank 
that is breathing Heavily, to say the least, 
in economic terms. 5 


The rescue bid ori Turkeys behalf 
coordinated by Bonn, deserves ` more 
attention than İt has so far been given. : 

. Finance Minister Hans Matthöfer and 
his state secrstaty Manfred Lahnstein, 
set about masterminding the salvage 
operation with energy and skill even 
though it was hardly in keeping with 
the interests of their portfollo, as it 
Werê, 9 

Herr Matthdfor acted ‘as an’ Atlantic 
and a European politician, showing grea- 
ter breadth of vision than a mere 


Finance Minister anxious to balance his 
books. 


In his zole as Finance Minister he is 
going to have to foot part of the bill 
iand he kriew from the. start how diffi 
„cult it would be to squeeze another 
$ 300m from the 1980 Bonn budget, 

The Bonn Goverment’ would even ' 
have been prepared to dig deeper into 
Its coffers. It would have contributed 
more than $300m if the US government 
had been willing to follow sult, 

It is greatly to be regretted w 
Washington fel unable to 0 s0 and 1 
tolal aid to Turkey was les {han had" 
been enyisaged, NE 
: ‘But.even 8o; Ankara. now has fundê-at 
:ifs disposal and’ iş ir a positlon to E 
‘an economic recovery bid should it suc=- 


'' whole boycott bid 


he Bonn Government is sure to 

recommend that the West German 
National Olymple Committee boycott 
the Olympic Games in Moscow. 

And the NOC, despite contradlotory 
comments by officials, is likely to agree 
to tfe‘tecormmendation, 

Sines the American Olympic Com» 
mittee has agreed to President Carter's 
demand. and declded not to send an 
American team, the question now is: are 
‘the Olympic Games dead? : 


”™  deolslon ih West Germany fayour« . 


ing the, boycott is bound to affect other 
Natlongî Olymple Committees in Wes- 
torn Europe. Similar gotion by them 
.would reduce the Games to a rump that 
could ‘hardly Jay clalm to have gathered 
together the young people of the world, 

Moscow will not then be able to lay 
claim fo be taken seriously as an Inter 
natipnal teşt of amateur sporting prOW- 
easy either, 2 : 
A boyeoit of Moscow does not neces’ 
sarily. mean curtaing for the Olympic 
Games as a whole, Cries of wolf as the 
boycott became an increasingly distinct 
possibility were désigned for immediate 
rather than long-term effect. Se 

It 8ا‎ hard to imagine the East bloc 
forgoing either partly or substantially 
what is virtually the only international 
level at which it can demonstrate “qual= 
If" and world’s best performances. 


In all probability the next intérnatlo- 
nal sporting encounters will be marred 
by East bloc counter-measures, but the 
Soviet Union is unlikely to stay away 
froni tho 1984 Los Angeles Olympics 
entirely. 1 

. The. Soviet reaction to US Secretary o 
ا‎ 0 e Placid may el 

pica ow the Russi 1 
i Of Bo ssians will behave 

Thére were ‘noises from’ the Soviet 
n 0 that major competl» 
ors, such as the ice hockey sı 
be withdrawn İn protest. e en 

But after phone calls to Moscow it 
wds decided riot to resort to suoki drastic 
measures. .' 2 
, , , Show of sporting prowsés' - 

.Important for Moscow ۰ 


` The intertnatlonal dertonstration of its 
sporting prowess is much more impor- 
1 the Soviet Union than a national 
colt ‘or: even a: boycot 
1 1 ycott 0f the ontire 
‘There ate signs that some memb 
êr of 
the Internationêl ` Oiympie ' Committee 
may be considèrlng pulling the'rug fiom 
under a Wostern boycott. by amending 
the rules to aHow Individual'competitors 
to take part as well as offlclal teams 
sponsored by individual! National Olym- 
Rig Çommitteeg, : :,.; : 
'. But .an Olympic Games contested b 
individual competitors ‘would be a iD 
affair. jn equal measure if sports gssooia- 
tions no longer nominated teams. ,; 
Nomination is the cruclal criterion, 
not whethêér teaiş' take part shouldering 
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profiles 


constant and repeated warnings to him 
to look to his health in recent years 
seem to haye given him new strength. 

He feeds, physically and psychologi- 
cally, on the realisation of his own 
limits. He has reduced the number of. 
entries in his appointments diary and he 
ties to keep weekends free — for read- 
ing documents, not for relaxation. 

More imporiant, Gensoher has come 
to realise that his strength is not unli= 
mited. This has given him greater com- 
posure, the ability to withdraw into hinı- 
gelf in the midst of turbulence. He re- 
mains constantly vigilant, as determined 
as ever to be everywhere and know 
evérything, even if It has to be by tele- 
phone, : 

But he has aiso learnt that the g0 
vernment and the party will have to get 
by without him some time and the 


Hans-Dietrich Genscher: - 
alone, climbed giddy heights and suffer 
ed severe biows it is nothing shoft ûf a 
miracle. 

Defeat in Lower Saxony, recovery in 
Hesse, neck-and-neck in Schleswig«Hol- 
stein, the sigh of ا‎ in e 
1 Wûrttemberg: defeats and victories itl 
thought no longer perlurbs him — hê the FDP are put down not exclusively 


will then just be an ordinary MP or t of the part 
Work as a lawyer in Bremen again. 0 largely to the account o partly. 


He cannot say when this will be, 


leader. 

And this is the great risk for Gensel’ 
er, If the FDP should faller on the Saar 
or fail to defend its bastion İn North 
Rhine-Westphalia, then luis star will 
wane. So despite his new found com 
posure, Genscher has to fight. 

This is what drives him to appear 
constantly on the political stage. There 
he does not act as the gifted statesman 
destined from birth to make history. 

Will power, energy, credibility and an 
uncanny sense of what is tactically ne- 
cessary make Genscher a unique phe- 
nomenon in German politics, He has 
never been a daredevil — more a man 


though. It is not in his view a question 
of age. He says every man has creative 
phases, which come to an end some 
time. Six years ago he Was determined to 
leave the government at the end of the 
then that session of parliament. But 
when Walter Scheel became President, 
Censcher had to, and wanted to, stay. 

He has now been party leader for 61/2 


' Genscher in limelight as Schmidt . 


and Strauss keep low 


2 E 4 


always belleved Sovlet policy was expafi- 
sionist in tendency and Moscow's pre- 
gent neo-imperiaiist approach of towards 
the Third World confirms him in this 
analysis. 

But this does not affect his willing- 
ness to negotiate — given a balance of 


ower. 1 
م‎ with the Afghan crisis Genscher, 
from being the administrator of foréign 
policy, became its guardian and the ceno 
sor of aberrant nuances in the case of 
Wehner and Brandt, He has, in his 
opinion, few differences with . Helmut 
Schmidt, in foreign policy or in other 
fields. 

He says that his relationship with the 
Chancellor has been “an uninterruptediy 
positive development.” Genscher’s rela- 
tions with the SPD as a whole are not 
s0 good and for him the question of the 


future of the coalition depends largely 


on the future shape of the SPD. 


He does not say this in a headmaster= 
1y way, But he must take the future de= 
velopment of the SPD into account 45 
he soberly works out plans for the 


FDP's survival. 


Genscher's job as Foreign Minister 


brings greater burdens than ever before, Years and a government minister for 


101/2 years. He knows that “there are 
certain offices to which one cannot go 
on giving infinitely.” 


Now, as he faces his toughest ever 
r challenge, he feels in fine (orm. This 
may be normal for a Foreign Minister, 
even in times of heavy pressure, But for 
an FDP leader who in past years has, 


who has made walking the political 
tightrope anı art form. Thomas Meyer 


(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zcitung 
flr Deutschland, 5 Aprll 4980) 


to Bonn to take over as leader of the 
Opposition. He found the going in the 


Kohl 8 to Bundestag tough. In Mainz he had been 


TECO the undisputed master but in Bonn he 
: QYeE me not only had to cope with the Chancel= 


lor and the coalition but was also pla- 
disappointment gued with quarrels in his own party. 

The CSU's Kreuth resolutions led to & 

trial of strength with CSU leader Franz‏ * ا 
Josef Strauss which almost destroyed the‏ 

CDU/CSU. 1 

The stronger and louder fhe criticism 

of his weakness as a leader became, the’ 
more sensitively Helmut Kohl reacted, 
withdrawing into a small circle of con-. 
fidants who did not always giye him the 
best advice, . 0 i. SB; 
.Now.that.the problem of .the Shadow 
Chancellor: has been resolved, ’ Helmut 
Kohl is becoming his old self again. Hé 
is more relaxed, self-confident and com-= 
posed, and he is regaining his former 
political force, ° 
The dream: of the Chancellorship is 

. has probably flown for ever, even 
though he would still be young enough’ 

` for this office in four or eight years. 
By then there will be other’ Lend; 
LN Prime Er in line fo the Job, Na 

Imut Kohl... .......; he will probably remain leader of 

e Marlanne von der Laneken) Opposition, ا‎ of the result of 
was a trial of strength. Two years later, the Bundestag eleclons,:, i 
the leadership of the party. fell into his And there i8 n 0 one m4 
lap, so to speak, agine Helmut Koh 8 : 
After the 1976 general election, Kohl . E E ..Wemer Bollmann 
resigned as Prime Minister and moved . jsohrichten, 3 Aprll i980) 


And.at the same time he is the linchpin 


in the FDP election campaign. 


This is an almost incredible accumu- 
tation of tasks. How far car he push 


himself? Where is the limit? Gensche 


himself does not seem to be worried 
about his ability to bear these burdens. 
It may seem like a contradiction, but the 


elmut Kohi, leader of the CDU/C- 
Hi Opposition was 50 on 3 April. 
Like his predecessor as leader, Rainer 


Barzel, he has already climbed th 
heights and plumbed the depths of 
political career by the age of 50. 


He failed to become Chancellor, 
though he came Yery near. In the last 
election, the CDU/CSU was 200,000 


votes short of an absolute majority. 


This disappointment rankled with 
Helmut Kohl for a long time, making 
him bitter and uncertain and almost dri- 
ving him Into isolation. Last summer he 
resigned as Opposition Candidate for 


the Chancellorship. 


Since then, it has beer as if he has 
been released from a heavy burden. 
After painful; political and personal dg 
appointments Kohl ‘is now beginning to 


erk up. : 
Up 1 1976, Kohf's rise bad seemed 
unstoppable. At the. age of25, Kohl, alaw 
graduate who was bir in Ludwigshafen 
was a member of the Rhineland Palati- 


nate Land Executive of the CDU. ' 


From 1963. to 1969 he was leader of 
the Land CDU and from 1966 to 193. 


leader of the CDU in his Land. 


Even in tho lest years of Peter Alf 
was „the real 


he Land, When he ,became 


Moeler’s government, Kohl 


0 i about the: Brandt-Soheel ostpo. more than 2 confirmation .of his leading 


.1969 and Foreign Minister when Helmut: 


Genscher says that he was not sceptis 
„gı, ApriLI9FF ® but level-headed about it. He sald he 


î PEOPLE IN POLITICS 


: he Foreign Minister and leader of 

T the Free Democrats, Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher, is getting a5 much publicity 
these days as Helmut Şchınidt and Franz 

hı Strauss. E 

Joe oallor Schmidt is. keeping a low 
profile. He. does not want to be political- 
ly, dismantled in . this critica]: election 
rd with Strauss hesitantly taking on 
the mantie of the statesman, Genscher 
4 left with more. room on the Bonn 


` ' Heinrich Köppler 
(Phatot Marlanne von der Lud 


seems to be making‏ ا 
es and giving interviews every”‏ 


: ae i while others remain silent, On 

Death during gia, Genscher advocates 4 

tough, uncompromising policy towards 
campaığn 


ike Soviets. Now he and basically he 
glone has to rescue the FDP from the 
¥ einrich KBppler $4, CDU leaky; ABSTOUS maelstrom of the three forth- 
9 8 
North Rhine-Westphalia, diej 1 O" leat o pis oun? 
month only three weeks before assenk Can he do ali this on his own 
elections 1 his home State. . The FDP leadership wants to play 

He led the Christian Demoaerts af down the idea of a8 duel between 
in ت ا‎ i but ا‎ a heart alt §chmidt and Strauss and replace it with 
over El Rad. as taken to a Di the concept ofa trolka of three domina” 
dorf hospital ا‎ ! ting political e — in which Genscher 

ole. 

A spokesman for the CDU sill, Py truth Genscher is in danger of be- 
had probably died of a second helt: ming Bonn's major entertainer, if not 
tack after an encouraging reco. ! ii sole entertainer. He uses the chances 

Christian Democrats in North ¥ qf 4 good master of ceremonies in in- 
Westphalia were shocked by the a qmerable election campaign appear- 
„. Köppler had intended taking MË qıçeş and by means of statements Via 
Doak ron lec igang ijy FY headquarters or the, Ministry of 
tlon eased the paln so much dtt ٣ in 1 et he reigns alongside 
few days he was back a Helmut Schmidt and defends the bas- 
paign managers at his sickbed. tions against the left. He talks with for- 
hi Signs of Reimen EE oak ministers and ambassadors from 

dt He died on 0 0 j TOY country under the sun. Can a po- 
ml orm poll io e Be i el a e gelling: pier 
have wom him out. He el el Genscher, the great integrating figure 
chairman of the CDU at ns 4 thin the FDP, certainly need not 
chairman of the executive اا‎ umplain about lack of profile, But is it 
the North Rhine-Westphallan Hines te right profile? Genscher represents 
well as leader of the pariy’s R the FDP more than any other party İea- 
region. ter anl OF der can claim to represent his party. But 
0 0 0 Soe this also means ا‎ the FDP is meas- 
position leader in a ured against Genscher, 
that not for nothing has been dib! The FDP must surely feel rather 
Bündeştag election İn miniature. swkward when it hears its lord and mas- 

Hiş life story was neither fı ® constantly being praised by the Op- 
e ی‎ eb چا‎ his , tough e forign 
balance,, partiy due, perhaps, lament policies, when conser 
as a profesşional Roman Catholle, | vatires describe him 4s the “hardliner” 
dubbed himself. . ; it of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

. From Catholic youth. 7 ۴ اھ‎ Has he put the brakes on detente 
E i ۹ e E 
1 ٍ 2 4 
e. Oa ıa post je hel i e does 3 e j 0 
ماو" ا‎ at least not tpday, Genscher ifl 
..He skirted membership 0 pres his attitude as follows:; “The 
Youth by active service, 1 ter ihe ian Minister cannot take electoral 
ا ا‎ 5 Erlangen anid Main tansiderations into account: 
2 : : #; He says he is now doing no more anı 
i e e BS اا‎ ll. n0 less than what a German Minister of 
j Bu 2 E Si ا‎ Köhler. But e dli. Tueign Affairs has to do.in thiş situa 
ٍٍ 1 eta 5 MD ifi 1965... û And besides the. formule of balance 
of perene 2. 0 CDU Interior. Mê of power as the condition for. detente 
ito Den Bann apgolhted Blin ja | "® "ot his invention, This wes known 
‘meritary, state secretary, bût n 199% long before the Afghan crisis. : 1 
went  iritè: state 'pûli Ê This could allow us to conclude that 
Rhine-Westphalia. . : “, Censcher, who became Interior Minister 
In North Rhiine-Westphall a lm he fist SPD/FDP govemment In 
êd himself to be ‘more than a PO 
elbowing, his way to the top. ; 
ûnd eonsideratiöh, were always typ 
Heinrich Kbpplet, sapeslélly towa 
itiêal advergariêk.  . .' 
- i: . (Hamburger.Abendblstt, 


idt succeeded WIly ! Brandt, was 


tik from the start.. : 
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both the European Assembly elections 

last June and last autumn’s round of 

local government elections — to the be- 

nefit of the CDU. . 

In Baden-Wûrttembetg, where the 
SPD fared none too well in state elec- 
tions recently, turnout was unspectacular 
too, while campaigning is sluggish in 
the Saat, which goes to the polls a few 
days before North Rhine-Westphalia. 

People .i the Rhine and the Ruhr are 
ã level-headed lot. Will the parties suc- 
çeed in .motivating them, to flock to thé 
polling-booths? 

The entire climate of home affairs is 
no more than Jukewarm at present. .So- 
cial Democrats are using Shadow Chan- 
cellor Franz Josef Strauss as a whipping 
boy to canvass support, 

Contrary to their original intention 
the Christian Democrats have according- 
ly decided to phase down Herr Strauss’s 
campaign. commitments. In the last four 
weeks of the North Rhine-Westphalian 
campaign he will make only eight 
speeches, mainly in safe country areas, 

Unlike Bremen or Baderı-Wiürttem- 
berg, bastions of the SPD and the CDU 
respectively, no one party can expect to 
gain an absolute majority in North 
Rhine-Westphalia, 

So the Greens, were they to scale the 
five-per-cent hurdle and enter the 
Diûsseldorf state assembly, could wreak 
more havoc in North Rhine-Westphalia 
than elsewhere, 4 

It is by no means impossible, al= 
though far from probable, that the 
Greens might prevent either side from 
gaining the 10] seats necded to form a 
majority government. : 

Then turmoil would be unleashed in 
deed, but the Greens are more likely to 
fall foul of the five-per-cent clause, in 
which case their votes will be shared by 
the others, 

The CDU is more likely to benefit 
from this share-out than the SPD, while 
the FDP, which polled 6.7 per cent last 
time round, stands a chance of political 
survival, although it is by no means out 
of the danger zone. 

Anything could happen. The reins of 
government in Düsseldorf could well 
change hands. Then again, they might 
well not. 

As in Lower Saxony, the CDU would 
then have gained an absolute majority of 
seats without the backing of an absolute, 
msjority of votes cast. So a few thousand 
voters could well decide the outcome, .. 

Wolfgang Mauersberg ,.‏ ا 

(Hannoversche Allgemeine, 14 April 1980) 


WI HOME AFFAIRS 


` Lines clearly drawn for 
`  , erucial State poll 


Helmut Schmidt would tien be 
unable fo govern in Bonn and it is up to 
voters in the Rhine and the Ruhr to. 
help keep Franz Josef Strauss out of the 
Bonn Chancellery by voting for Jo- 
hannes Rau in North Rhine-Westphalia, 
the Social Democrats say. : 

Thus the SPD has opted for the clas-. 
gic approach of calling on voters to vote 
for B as a gesture of support for A, whe- 

reas the CDU has chosen to fight the 
campaign on state issues, أ‎ 

The Christian Democrats are critical of 
Herr Rau and the work qf a somewhat 
Jaded SPD-FDP coalition, Their specific 
pûlnis of attack are education (compre- 
hensive schools), indebtedness, buresuc- 
racy and energy policy. ر‎ 

The SPD is accused of criminal neg- 
ligence in falling to forge ahead with 
the construction of coal-fired power sta- 
tions, H is also said to be given to 
double talk on atomic energy. 

The CDU reckons the present state 
government is jeopardising the industrial 
future of the Ruhr, and between Duis- 


lection campaigning is in full swing 

in North Rhine-Westphella, where 
voters go to the polls on 11 May. More 
than 12 million voters are eligible to 
cast their votes in a key state assembly 
.poli five months ahead of the Octobèer 
general election, - 

All parties are quick to deny that the 
North Rhine-Westphalian elections will 
in any way be a pointer to the outcome 
of the Bundestag poll, but these denials 


'mean no more than that the parties are 


unsure of their prospects in the Rhine 
and the Ruhr. 

None of them want to nall thelr co- 
lours to the mast, but once voting is 
ovêr they will all be madly speculating 
on the likely outcome of the 5 October 
general election. 

The fronts are clearly drawn. The So- 
cial and Free Democratic coalition in 
Düsseldorf, led by SPD Premier Jo- 
hannes Rau aud FDP leader Burkhard 
Hirsch, is determined to retain power. - 

To oust them the Christian Demo-= 
crats, led by Heinrich Köppler (until his 


untimely death of a heart attack on 20 
April and Kurt Biedenkopf, need to 
gain an absolute majority. 

The two major parties are following 
different strategies at different levels in 
their bid to decide the outcome. 

The Social Democrats are dolng what 
all parties who can lay claim to a popu= 
lar Bonn Chancellor have always done. 
They are setting great store by Helmut 
Schmidt. 

This is their best bet of papering over 
the fact that Dûsseldorf Prenıier Jo- 
hannes Rau has not made much of a re- 


burg and Dortmund this is an argument 
that will always be given an attentive 
hearing. : 

Forecasts of the election outcome are 
a risky business. Much will depend on 
the turnout, on the showing of the 
Greens (as ecologists dub themselves) 
and on the voters’ reaction to the death 
of North Rhine-Westphallan CDU lea- 
der Heinrich Köppler,. :: : - 

Will sympathy result in electoral 
gains? His illness certainly motivated 
CDU fieldworkers to canvass even har- 


der for their party. 

In 1975 the state election furnout was 
86 per cent. At present there are no 
signs that this record will be equalled, 
let alone surpassed. 

Yet a high turnout is the Key to SPD 
success, as the party well knows. Mobili 
sing voters in the Ruhr is thus the 
prime objective. 

The Social Democrats’ campaign slo- 
gan is merely “Go and Vote” There js 
no mention of specific politlcal objec- 
tives but it obvious what worries the SPD, 


Many SPD voters failed to turn out in 


putation for himself even after |8 
monlhs in office. Heinz Kûhn, his pre- 
decessor, was in another category alto- 
gether, 

The SPD also field arguments relevant 
fo Bonn as to why voters must ensure 
continuation of the SPD-FDP coalition 
in North Rhine-Westphalia. 

If North Rhine-Westphalia were to go 
Christian Democrat the present Bonn 
government would be in the minority in 
the Bundesrat, or upper chamber of the 
Bonn Bundestag, 


Î 


Soviet Union of its share of responsibjl~ 
ity in Iran so a8 to dispel the last doubts 
as to where Bonn stands. 

On the UN eoyrity Council, Moscow 
condemned the ng of. US hostageş. 
and called for their rçlease, yêt the. Sovi-, 
et Unlon’ prevented ..a , later  Seçurity, 
Council decision in favour, of. imposing 
sanctions on Tehran., . . ,. 

The Kremlin would. be badly mista. 
ken if if were to beliévé it could Warm. 
its. haids gf a fire lit by & criminal and 
likely to set the entire world in. flames. 
„.Whetkier or not Herr, Schmidt visifs 
Moscow wil not depend, as SPD leader 
Willy Brandt, a man with less resiiient 
nerves, maintains, on an Olympic boycott, ; 

To resolve crişes ‘their causes muşt:he. 
cured, not their symptoms. If Mr Brezh» 
nev does confer with Herr Schmidt he 
can be şure to, be at the receiving end.of 
şome plain speaking, ... ;, ... 

The Chancellor .is: not: a. cold, warrior 
but he is not, given to standing. fo atten- 
tion either .-+ neither lo .Meşşrs , Brezhr, 
ney or Carter nor. to the. views. of. hiş 
Party, the Social. Demacrats.Hangs Sahmitz 

(Klner ŞtaltrAnzelger, 19 AprII 1980) 


even greater confusion in the United 
States. : 

This was because had set his ultima- 
tum deadline too narrow, not even allow¬ 
ing the Soviet Union a theoretical 
prospect of at least starting the with- 
drawal, : : : 

So Mir Brezhner's Invitation has not 
been extended to a politician unsure of 
himşelf or likely to, lose much sleep 
ovsr where German priorities lay. 

The circumstances of .crisis in Afgha- 
nistan and Jran. have proved testing for 
bath Nato in, general and .ties between 
Bonn and Washington in particular, but. 
they haveaisoshownthey can stand the test, 


Opinion’ polls have shown that West 

Germans favour detente by an Over= 
whelming -majority,.. but although :they. 
are concerned .to keep the. peace there .is 
not a majority in .favour of . policies 
without or against the Uhited States, . 
; Any altempt ‘to carry. out policies of 
this kind would .be: sure to lead to the 
collapse of .the Bonn coalition led ..by 
Herr Schmidt and his Foreign Minister 
Herr Genscher, i :.... 

The .Charicellor ‘has reminded the 


Continued from pags 1 


sion riot, as Soviet propaganda subse- 
quently ‘claimed, so as to have shown 
himself willing to oblige the Pentagon. 

He was ğênulnèly worried that man- 
ufacture and deployment of Soviet SS-20 
missiles were assuming alarming propor- 
tions from Europe's point of view, 

Al the same .time it was mainly his 
govemment [hat persuaded Nato to 
combine the decişlon to rearm with ûr 
offer to negotiale a stop to the missile 
arms race. 

The Soviet . Union also assiduously 
overlooked (as did a number of pundits 
in Washington) what was clearly indi- 
cated in the communiqué issued after 
the January cpnsultatlons jn Paris be- 
tween Helmut Schmidt and Valéry Gis- 
card d"Estaing. ا‎ 

The West German and French leaders 
had pointed out that İt was up to ihe 
Soviet Union to create the condiilonis 
that woüld enable the Moscow Olympics 
to go ahead as plarned. 

Moscow would need to withdraw from 
Arfghanistah, but this could only lead to 


اا 


Di 


Horst-Dlater Esch . ' * 


.{(Phatoi' Haria mag) 


chance and he would not ştşkê a penny 
in a gare like roulettê. 3 
ı No doubt Esch. will for some time be 


.oomparişons with, GlÖ- 


He prefers to be com- 


haunted by the 
ggler. and Slater. 


pared with. steel , boss Willy Kqrf or 
computer constructor Heinz Nixdorf, 


had şimilarly meteoric 


both .of whon 


climbs to fame. .. . 

But Esch finds it difficult to galn the 
trust of the publlo. He has more success 
with his employees, The works council 
at ‘Zettelmeyer, the first company he 


him a standing ovation 


took ovêr, gave 


at the last works assembly, And at Hy- 
mao in England, his workers fought 
pickets to get to work. “And Pll soon 
havo the workers behind me at Hano- 


mag” says Esch. 


More success with staff 
than with pubile 


It is apparent that Esch is looking for 
trust when he talks of his plans to take 
on the big American construction ma- 
chine companies and the Japanese giant 
Komatsu, When Esoh is explaining lis 
ideas, he cannot sit still. 


to his interlocutor, pro- 


He goes up 


duces tables and brochures, sells his 
ideas and himself. There is no trace of 
the coldness he has been accused of, A 
manager he sacked put it poetically: “A 
deep freezer is a radiator compared. to 


Esch. : 
Qne thing Esçh has plenty of is self- 
confidence, He believes he could put. the 


ailing giant electric concern , AEG back 
on ãts feet, But for the time being he 


must be content with being Mr Big at 


WtieHEYer' 

mething is: bought or 
Peter Christi: 

"(Dlê ZêRy.AL Aprll 1930) 


BAYS 
` Esch do 


‘a businêss trip to ‘the USA, A8 
fier, he had boupit'4 cb 

his plan to congùef’ 
answered Jaconlcally:, 


off on: bušinı 
sold 
o i 1 
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Tension migly BUSINESS ا‎ 
ا‎ ' Construction machine tycoon. got his :: 
WI o ة و‎ . : 
Du. ‘start with. accidental meeting .. i 


tade between West Cema 

Ta 0 bloc may well Wei : 
nsion between the Uni : 

the Soviet Union, DI, he Wi orst-Dieter Esch, 36, who Has ov 


economic research institute, fore the past 0 yea bullt up the Jer 


The ' efficacy of economic claims sn't believè in a 
against the Soviet Union mul E Cetin 
overrated, it claims, A number on many possessions, ays Esch, are 
tries in West Germany would teli because they make you sat- 
harder hit than Soviet induigied and inert” 0 
whole. 's deeds prove orie thing at least: 

Overall economic growth rate ge i not ye ا‎ But i18 he really as8 


RE SPERISERE tater he bought Hanomag, a subsidiary 
ا‎ 1 of the Canadian company Massey-Fergu- 
TUE son, for DM30m, Hanomag, besed In 
Î Esch's home town of Hanover, was in 
trouble, but Esoh denies that sentimen= 
tality played any part in his buying itr... 
What made him buy was.the excelleht 
reputation enjoyed by Haromag tractors, 
excavators anid ‘wheel-loaders, anid: the 
excellent sales outlets: ' ' '’' 
Hanomag is the biggest company IBH 
Holding AG has taken over sû far, It has 
2,700 on its payroll and af annval tur- 


weeks liter, thesê ' shares were worth 
DM6 and speculator Esch wes 4 millio- 
`. Blackwond. Hodge lost it star sales- 
man, He set up on his own, founding 
the IBH Holding AG with his first mil 
lion in 1975. He got another million 
from the  Şwlss company Builma 


Germany are of minor importanes, 1 . Hê . t Holding, backed by Britişh nover f DM40Om: However, in the past 
he controls, IBH Holding AG, Investment, Holdin eh during io Jehr, the capa haş, ort 
for less than half a percentage pi owns 11 companies Which ti Hodge days. ۰ DMiGOm: : 


construction machines, employ 


GNP. The employment effect of biy) people and have an annual turno- 


with the Soviet Union is also oer 


the institute claims in its lalest xa Why, If not out of desire for posses- 
E : has Esch built up this company in 
Sanctions would mainly affet qlh a short time? Why does he now 
manufacturers and mechanical enftgnt to start expanding in a big way by 
ing (capital investment goods). ine into the North American 
But sanctions could not be ful as he announced after his last 
forced except, perhaps, in the riflzover four weeks ago? 1 
sector. Gaps could be plugged bji lf possession 1s not the motive — and 
rect supplies via non-aligned ree that بی‎ n e 8 to 
“So a reduction in exports lf & Very comfortable lilo indeed aw 
Soviet Union seems unlikely to her E 0 most criteria indicates this —~ 
lasting effect on Soviet n there can only be one other reason: 
growth,” the survey concludes. fy wants to prove he is right, to show 
Trade with European kt his idea of a company specialising 


“in nmstruction machines only was right. 
Comecon, the East bloc Counel Fg years ago, Esch argued that me- 


tual Eçoriomic Assistance, WS JF dyed construction machines firms 
cent ast yéar to DM3lbn, HEI Ppyld not survive, They wêre too’ shall, 
unusually high price rises. „ korly managed, dependent on too many 

This figure did not inclu ther products and would not survive 4 


Now Esch could get down to busl- 
ness, The construction industry crisis 
brought one company after another to 
the vergû of. bankruptcy, just as Esch 
had predicted. 


Within three months, he bouglt up 
three factories. For one company, that of 
his former employer Kaltenegger, he 
paid DM700,000. And he bought the 
roller producers Zettelmayer and Hamm 
for next to nothing. The owners and 
their creditors were only to glad to be 
rid of the companies. : 

Esch recalls: “The IBH could only 
have came indo being during these three 
months. It would not have been possible 
before or after.” 

As when he met Keltenegger and in 
his share speculation, Esch had seen 
jucky — he had been in the right place 
at the right time. In 1976 Esch also took 


Jf Eşch can make Hanomag profitable 
again,. BH will definitely. be here to 
stay. Ësch describes ihe [igures for the 
first quarter of 1980 as “fantastie" '. 

His most recent takeover pleased him 
oven more than the initial success at 
Hanomag. On 1 April he bought 83.33 
per cent of the shares of the Wibau 
Hartmann. AG from the Hamburg mer 
chant bank of Schréder, Mûnchmeyer, 
Hengst und Co. (SMH). 

It has not been officlally confirmed 
that Esch paid nothing ‘for the shares 
but it almost goes without saying. So far 
one member of the Hartmann board and 
some managers have resigned — & famil- 
iar feature of Esch takeovers, 

Outsiders were surprised, however, 
that SMH, one of the country’s legding 
merchant bankers, have also bought 
shares in IBH Holding AG. They 


German trade. isi over the Lanz construction machine fac- bought 7.4 per cent of IBH shares at a 
West Germany is the Soviet Wi tory and a year later the company of nominal value of DT 3 
i j brod, both for nothin an amazing issue price of 2 ۲ 
a E e E Inalde-out knowledge e I this meant they actually paid DM1Šm. 


It must have been a dream come true 
for Esch now that he could boast a sha- 
reholder virtually embodying solidity, re- 
liability and a sterling reputation — qua- 
ities with which outsiderş are rarely 
credited. 

Count Ferdinand von Galen, a per- 
sonally tiable shareholder in SMH, jus« 
tified his bank's investment by pointing 
out that IBH had aiways made profits, 
And he considers Esch “a very able 
man? Esch has long been of this opin- 
jon. He wants to make Galen the “big 
gest private banker İn Europe,” Esch'ş 
exuberance at hiş latest coup cannot be 
explained by the financiel aspect alone, 
Of course Esch hopes that with some» 
one of Graf Galen's standing on the 
board there will at last be anı end o th 
suspicions, and doubts. ,, 

i Miéiy diwi; harallst wiin 

„ ... another şudden.rişe . . , 


The Rudden rise of Horst-Dietér Eseh 
has, many belleve, a lot In common with 


All these companies produced quelity 
machines and had excellent reputations. 
Their production programmes comple- 
mented one another perfectly. Hardly 
two years after setting up on his own, 
Esch had built up a construction ma- 
chines concern. 

With skill and toughness and the help 
öf the building boom, he put all these 
companles back on their feet again. He 
did, not want to rely on the previous 
owners and their managers, He fired 
them, aimost without exception. 

Esch could have slowed down the 
pace, ‘beer content with what he had 
achieved.. in 1978 there was indeed @ 
kind of pause — he did not take over 
any more companies, But in 1979 he 
expanded further, buying the. French 
construction’. machine... produçers Der 
ruppé, Maco-Mendon and Pingon. 

" The - three companies . were Ising 
money’ but! belonged to large. concêerns 
and so could not go bankrupt, Esch ex 
ploited the situation in familiar style, 
buying them up for next to nothing. , 


of the Industry‏ و1 
Ëeh knew what he was talking about.‏ _ .; 

 Heknew the construction industry in- 
followed at a distance by fê si out. And he came to the industry 
States, France, Finland, Japan and br accident. 


E E 


counts for between a fifth and ۾‎ i, Ktllenegger, who often made deci” 
Soviet imports, Russia’ 1 
high-grade technology from Wel 
many, ... . e : 
.In return it mainly. supplies qj, f nage: with for Kaltenegger at a mori” 
ari if ocant av materlalg, Acioê™ salary of DM3,000. 
to the Berlin research institutes f, yi Proved a huge success a5. û §8- 
West Germany imports 55 Pf : 
its enriched ahin (AST. torine tS stores were empty: Esch had 
year) 16 per cent of its natural gf Cl the Duomat sliock rollers. 
six pêr cent of its petroleum front waş promoted. to’ director of the 
Soviet Union, i an sales bianch, which Kalteneg- 
`“"Phe' percentage’ for palladium 1s 6F bid founded with the’ big British 
for ‘titanium’ 21, for ‘cotta 18 and lon ` machines  comipany, ' John 


E rha و‎ : ` two yaré, "iid nliné ` ‘ihıat of Hans  Gldggler, who went 

e ri 1 êléirly indidlê Damn ae palate th Amerlean اا ا‎ nrt with his hastily put-together 
ures’ cicany. Mirket, iti ir Into. . nglighn Ma textiles concérm, 

desplte'a lower overall peicentske oi ite. The Bitish were impressed AY  proygd expensive. He pald DMl4m fof Oiers quote the case of tho: British 


impt ‘the -Sovi ıi gc Jung man and 'made him Eufopean : 
impor rom the Sovlet Unlot a lur aleger Hi 1S. o TA ela Frau eters 
‘tain: market sectors" sch returned the trust shown in him e کا‎ erg The major Hymac 
. If cihcressing;ı political play buying DM100000 of his employers oi oar ne reapecled. Powell" Duf- 
with’ East-West, trade DIW fers 1 ا‎ at only n company, in rebum ‘bought, TBH 
quences ‘for: whiat'. if terms th kHowever, oe to belevg ja Shares at a nominal value of DM2m but he js a bit of û gambler. ,One nlgit he 
expengiveand s0. far les hb tmployers: profit-making potential,  & 3% issue price of an incredible’ 1,100 wo DM20,000 at ‘backgithmon ûnid 
material supplles.West Germany r yhiro ed DM400,000 ‘from a Bochum Ber ceht this meant tiiey had {o Pay gave it to his wife to console hé for iis 
Both sides have ari EL 1 DM2 to IBH Holding.  “"' ° frequent Hbsenoss, but ‘Ke. dees not 
i:REoh: needed:the money. A short time reğafd: backgammon.! 4a8. +a: .ğamie “öf 


asset-stripper :Jim Slater; who bought .up 
and then “plundered”, companies. Esch 
dceaslohally playejd . backgamimbn | 
Jim Slafer ا‎ 


However, Esch véhenenfly n that 


Ik ' and: ‘bought Jon ` Blackwood 
ge shares at. DM1.5O a share. Six 


in maintaining trade, but, a. Pree 
,: ii: 1 Cohtinued oriıpsife 8:. 4 
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International oil marketing plan ready, 
but ‘no need for drama yet 


here is no need to be over-dramatic 
about energy supplies now the 
Iranian crisis has come to a head, says 
Bonn government spokesman Armin 
Grûnewald. 


Dismissing rumours that the govem- 
ment planned to ration motor fuel and 
heating oilh heê admitted that Bonn waş 
increasingly concerned about energy 
supplies. 

But the Economic Affairs Ministry re- 
assuringly reported that emergency tanks 
held a larger than usual contingency re- 
serve of oil .to keep the country going if 
supplies were interrupted. . . 


All over the . world larger reserves of 
crude oil and refinery products have 
been, built up than ever before. In West 
Germany reserveş should last 120 days. 


Oil conıpanies reckon there is no real 
difficulty in getting hold of erude oil at 
present. But when supplies are short the 
prics' goes up. Had it not ‘been for 
events in Iran this trend would haye le 
velled off for a while, 


The} are reluctant to forecast tlhe 
extent to which they might be able to 
offset a substantial shortfall, let alone a 
compels breakdown In supplies from 
Tan, 


Last year Iranian oil made up 10.7 per. 
cent of West Germany's oil consump=- 
tion. In the first quarter of 1980 it ac- 
counted for nearly 15 per cent, 


A shortfall of seven per cent or more more. Then all mertnber-countries must 
would automatically trigger an interna- pool supplies, both imports and domes- 
tional crisis plan providing for market tic production. 
controls. Similar contingency plans have A wide range of precautions have 
been drawn up the event of sanctions been taken to ensure that pumps do not 
against the Soviet Union. run dry ir West Germany. Such ampie 

West Germany relies on the Soviet supplies have been stockpiled that a 
Unlon for more than seven per cent of shortfali of one third could be offset for 
its oil supplies too when refinery pro- 3 Y€ without restrictions needing to be 

ducts are taken into account as well ag  İPosed. 
crude oil imports, 1 0 nd would not like to 

What, for that matter, about suppll ak uraediale Use of Me Oday 
from Libya? Saudi Arabla 1s Borin's ockpilce 1 e) ave DEB: Te 
largest oil supplier. Libya comes a close ured io kep in hand, THE Beonomie 
second. Then come, on the basis of last a ا‎ Plans to offset a short- 
yeas figures, Nigeria, Brituin and Iran. YF Fy E EY oo 

Colonel Gaddafi, the Libyan lead Bê ould i £ I 

. yan leader, plans Bonn would impose a variety of 
recently announced in a German TV in- restrictions on energy consumption 
terview that no country could be sure of Administrative arrangements have been 
always receiving supplies of Libyan oil. made for a three-stage plan, details of 
He continued to regard oil as a political which were disclosed towards the end of 
weapon. 1979 : 

There was no question of supplies to 
West Germany being in any doubt at 
present, though, since relations between 
the two countries were good, 


Crisis arrangements have been drafted 
by the International Energy Agency, 
Paris, and all major industrial countries 


except France have agreed to abide by 
them, 


These contingency plans come into 
effect the moment any one countty re- 
ports a shortfall of seven per cent or 


: A Îairly relaxed approach is envisaged 
in the event of a shortfall not exceeding 
15 per cent, There will be appeals to save 
energy, speed limits and weekend driy=- 
ing bans. . 

Moves at this stage will be concen- 
trated on pruning private consumption, 
making as few inroads as possible into 
industrial and commercial consumption. 

Oil companies will set up a clearing 
house facility to cope with difficulties 
encountered by individual firms, 

lf this state of affirs’ lasts for any 
length of time, however, emergency 
stockpiles will need to be used, where- 
upon the next stage of the contingency 
plan will take effect, 

Once the shortfall reaches between 15 
and 30 per cent petrol, diesel and’ heat- 
ing oil rationing will be introduced. In- 
dustrial and commercial users will again 
enjoy priority. 

Industrial consumers would coordinate 
the use of naphtha as a petrochemical 
raw material, Coal and natural gas would 
be used in place of oil in power stations 
and for industrial heating. 
` At this stage too'use would be made’ 
of the emergency stockpile. 
` Werë the shortfall to exceed a third, 
the situation would resemble a war foot- 
ing and a comprehensive range of re- 
strictions would be imposed on all oil 
products and all consumers. 

Measures to . estimate supply ` arid, 
demand and enforce ratioring are all 
based on, the provisions of the Energy. 
Safeguatds Act, which, .empowers the, 
Bonn government to take all necessary’ 
legal and administrative action, 

By the terms of the Act ration Cou» 
pons have. been printed and supplied to 
local authorities since last year, while 
heating ,oll consumers are already 
advised to save their oll bills to back, up 
their. claim for.supplies in the event of. 
an emergency... . - ر‎ 

Purchases over: the past two years are 
to be taken into account in determining 
ration allowances. : Rel 


Bonn would much prefer not to havé’ 


ORDER YOUR COPY NOW 


TRADE DIRECTORY 


GERMAN TRADE 1979/80 
of Manufacturers, Exporters and Importers 


DIRECTORY 


The complete directory of the most Important 
German exporters and importers 


® Over 3,000 German firms engaged In ex- 
port and Import. The addressas of ihe 
manufacturers are listed under product 
cinaslflcations. 


e All| Foreign Consulates In Germany. 
ˆ ® All Chambers of Commerce In Germany. 

® Banks with Foreign Departments. 

e Freight Forwarders. 
. ® Technical Services and Consultants. 
. Insurance Companies. 1 

{All classifications In English.) 
Price $ 10,00 U.8, 
(Incl. package and alrmall postage) 


Ifyou want to establish conteots with 
Germany, then yo need the 
TRADE DIRECTORY 


Special Service for 
Export-Import-tndustty 


PLEASE FILL IN AND RETURN 


TRADE DIRECTORY: GERMANY 


Schoene Aussloht 43, D-2000 Hamburg 76, W.Germany 


„ Eiplosed ls payment for _____yolumels) af the TRADE DIRECTORY GERMANY to put these plaris into action but Dleter 
FIRM NAME E ت‎ yon Wiürzin, state ' secretary to. thé 
3 Economic Affairs Ministry, has reitératéd! 
"" ADDRESS 1 that all energy torisumers must 'do thelr 


bit to ensüte that the coûiitry is rio lori 
ger abjectly dependent on oil ‘supplies, '" 
ا‎ ‘(Frankfurter Algalielne Zeltüûng 

fur Deutsohland,-’11 Aprll 1980)‏ 1 ا 


ا 
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Supplying the wherewithal log ee me kaj gl THE MOTOR INDUSTAY E 
ying the w e Co bol ean : el o a 
PP erewithal overseas, ewna, European manufacturers worried at 2,e runen on i. 
regard their treaty 0: ports from other EEC countries, which 
would put paid to the Common Market. 


Differences of opinion on Commort 
Agricultural Policy might have failed to 
end the European Community but the 
car war would have succeeded. 

‘Things have fortunately not yet reach- 
ed this stage. At present the European 
Community has no way of intervening 
against the Japanese. ا‎ 

And although a pincer movement 
seems to be closing in on the one-time 
root-and-branch free marketeers in West 
Germany, for the time being they can 
rely on the Liberal Economic - Affairs 
Minister in Bonn. : 

Whether motor manufacturers will re- 
taln this’ common sense İn the long 
run (and allow their association toadvo- 
cate İt) is another matter, 

At the moment they would prefer tO 
see the Japanese accept self-imposed re». 
strletions on exports to Europe. 

But is the Japanese government 
strong enough to oblige Japanese man. 
ufacturers to accept equal cuts in out- 
put? Or will they be back at cach others 
thraats in next to no time? 

Maybe not, but whatever happens anı 
epidemic of automotive protectionism 
would be tlie worst possible outcome. 1t 
must be firmly nipped in the bud. 

Gerold Lingnau 


(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 
fûr Deutschland, 14 April 1980) 


The Japanese, who at last years 
Frankfurt motor show were still poofi- 
poohed by the others, will soon com- 
mand a 9-per-cent share of the market. 

European manufacturers have evident- 
1y yet lo ‘hit on a valid concept to stop 
the Japanese, who keep on coming with 
attractive models at steadily less expen- 
sive prices. 

Since the beginning of 1979 the ex- 
change rate of the yen has declined 20 
per cent against the deutschemark, so 
the Japanese can afford to equip stand- 
ard models with many extras and still 
hold their prices, at least in yeri. 

All in all the situation looks less dra- 
matic than might have been feared early 
in the New Year. Sales are increasing in 
most European markets, including a Fe 
bruary record 221,000 new registrations 
of private cars in West Germany. . 

In January the Motor Manufacturers 
Association, Frankfurt, forecast a $9-per- 
cent decline in production this year. 
Domestic sales were expected to decline 
by 300,000 to 2,300,000 units. 

The association is still cautious de- 
spite optimistic forecasts by individual 
manufacturers, It wants to wait and see 
whether sales will leve! out at the Fe- 
bruary total or ,backslide because the Fe= 
bruary ‘figurê was .& . fteak caused. by 
advance orders. ۰ RO 

Market capacity is fess disputed thai 
estimated demand fof family saloons, 
however, Renault expect the 1.6 to two= 
litre claşs to steadily decline in impor- 
tance; not so Ford and Opel. ر‎ 
“Despite high fuel prices there are no 
signs of motorists switching to Smaller 
models," ai, Opel spokesman cont“ 
ments. A AE 
` “All there can be said to have been’ is 
a trend towards not moving up’ to a lar 

ger model,” e 

Daimler-Benz. are unruffled. by any 
idea there might be a’ shûrtage or pros- 
pective buyers for Jatgor. models. They 
have, already .sold out {Heir complete 
years output fof 1980. ' ‘gpa. 

.. 1 (BremetNsghrlohten, 13 4prll;1480 


potential of Japanese 


ever, especially after the latest round of 
price increases for locally-manufactured. 


Even if there is no change in the 
United States, Japanese makes will surê 
1y account for about 10 per cent of West 
German: sales between them by the end 
of the year. : 

Export prospects for other EEC coun» 
tries will be correspondingly POO, which: 
is why the French and Italians in parti- 
cular are keen to discuss Common 
Market quotas [or Japanese Cars. 

What, then, about the West German 
industry? 

Domestic manufacturers have so far 
manfully upheld the banner of free trade, 
as well they might given the reliance of 
West German motor manufacturers on 
export sales, 

‘This is the oniy logical and consistent 
approach they can take, and on this 
point West German and Japanese man- 
ufacturers’ interests tally. 

There can nonetheless be no mistak- 
ing an increasing tendency to protest on 
the part of European manufacturers. 

Their lament is that West German 
motor manufacturers are benefiting on 
export markets from the import restric 


Small models pay 


off for 
Volkswagen 


been tentatively dubbed the Erika by 
the Cologne works. 

Ford and Opel seem to have been re- 
sting on their laurels, and the reaction 
now they have been caught napping is 
one of either “I told you so” or of tren= 
chant criticism. 

Ford and General Motors have trouble 
enough in the United States and have 
arguably run their German subsidiaries 
for all the profit they can milk from 
them of late. 

Having failed to keep pace with 
model changes they are now passing the 
buck to the social security system that 
pays workers broken time for shifts 
during which they are officially laid off, 
competitors claim. 

But they are by ho means alone in 
going into the red at the upper end of 
the model range during the first two 
months of 1980. 1 

Nearly 40 per ‘cent fewer. large Audis 
were sold by the corresponding Volks» 
wagen division in January and February, 
while the Peugeot 504 sold at less than 
half last year’s pace. 

.. As demand changed, importers re- 
ckoned they stood a chance of improve 
ing their position, Renault of . France, 
who are level-pegging with Volkswagen 
Audi in European markets, arê already 
complaining they catınot: keep Up. with 
demand for the R5. :  .. ı 1 

This year they’ intend to sell 150,000 
cars in West Germany, Including:40: per 

cent. RSs and improving their slice of 

the cake from 41/2 to 51/2 per cent. , . 

Peugeot, Cltroen and ‘Talbot also want 

to secure their share .of the West Ger 

man compact. market, So do Fiat.and the 

Japanese. EE 


This Japanese bid to gain a foothold 
in leading European companies unieash- 
ed a previously suppressed desire to 
resist what was felt to be the outline of 
a new strategy. 

Prospects for the future are what 
worry European manufacturers most. 
What happens in the United States will, 
of course, play a leading role. : 

If .US auto workers and. their trade 
unions step up pressure Or Washington 
to impose import restrictions on Japa- 
nese motor vehicles, frustrated exports 
to the United States will surely be redi- 
rected to Europe. 

Japanese manufacturers must make 
sure at all costs that their capacities are 
fully used and that they do their natio=- 
nal duty as employers and foreign 
exchange earners. 

"Their attention will be directed first 
and foremost at the West German 
market with its unlimited access, and 
the signs are fair for a marketing offen-= 
sive. 

Japanese companies ave modernised 
their private car ranges, and as they have 
been relieved by the yen exchange rate 
of the need to impose price increases 
they are currently more competitive than 
TT West German motor industry 

seems caught between high petrol 
prices and short-time working on the 
one hand and overtime and long wails 
for delivery on the other. 1 

Volkswagen, riding high on a wave of 
demand for money-saving compact 
models, plan to work six special shifts 
between now and the works holidays 
this summer. 

Opel, the Frankfurt General Motors 
subsidiary, and Ford of Cologne, contin» 
ue to run on short time. 

Opel laid off staff for 4 week in mid» 
April in Rûsselsheim and Kaiserslautern. 
It was the sixth stoppage of its kind 
since last autumn. 

Ford have slowed down production 
periodically since October, Between now 
and the end of June they have notified 
the labour exchange of plans to work 
short time on 12 days. 

The Opel Rekord, previously the best 
selling family saloon in the 1.6 to two 
litre class, took a sales plummet of 14 
per cent in January and February. 

Sales of Ford Capris and Granadas 
were down more than 20 per cent on 
last year, and the US subsidiaries had 
too little too late to offer in front-wheel 
drive compacts. 2 
“The new Opel Kadett was not un- 
veiled until autumn 1979, and although 
demand-is brisk, production capacity cafi- 
not keep pace with İt, so there is still a 
waiting list several months long. 

The Kadett runs off the Bochum 4¥- 
sembly linês and, Ope spokesman H. P. 
Clauss explains: . 

“We have even taken to offering 
Rüsselsheim staff removal grants to get 
them io help out for a while at Bo- 
chum,” . 

Ford's only entrant in the compact 
boom is the Fiesta, at the lower end of 
the model range, The Escort is not. a 
patch :on competitors .İn its range tech- 
nically'. E ا‎ 

A successor to the Escort iB due to 
appear this suturmin. The newcomer .has 


no copper-bottomed 


countries will stand by tlj 


ments, 
This is a risk that must by 
: 1 yrruropean motor manufacturers are 
alternative (if there is oji fH) worried about competition from 


risk of excluding the poorer 
& Japan. 

ad from development, Toyota, Nissan (Datsun), Mitsubishi,‏ م 
E of prosperity. Toyo Kogyo (Mazda), Honda and Fuji‏ 
What is more, developly: Heayy Industries (Subaru) have made‏ 

o oil reserves of thr; their mark or European markets, 

particularly hard hit i Europe may have seen the birth of‏ ا 
e and are thus more dep: {he automobile nearly a century B80. It‏ 

ot 0 on some substitule ofa may have lent Japan a crucial helping 

gentina does have oil x fend when it embarked on its moderni- 
serves of its own but in deck gation during the Meijt era. 

will be in this position tok But the boot is now on the other foot, 

however, it is more than % has for some time been the 

self-supporting in oil and gt world's major car exporter. This year it 
Experts agree that there sg, exports to outstrip the ailing US motor 
preventing the number of mé Industry in unit production. 

from increasingly. In the wj This would make Japan the world’s 

been argued that great pow No. 1 motor manufacturer, but it is evi 

more careful in their use of pe dently not enough. Japan seems deter 
small fry. Since Afghanistn & mined to expand production capacity for 
has again seemed dubious | private Cars. 

least. Yet Japan is no newcomer to Euro- 
So the 700-megawatt nucdej pean motor markets, so why there 

reactor KWU is under conladt should be such a song and dance at this 

ply Argentina with would nd; stage? 

Buenos Aires with nuclear f Its share of the European market is a 

does not already have, in qij: mere 7'h per cent İn any case, partly be- 

in quantity. cause several EEC countires, especially 
Whether Bonn ought to iit: France and Italy, have been determined 
clashes with the United Sli:] to keep Japanese cars out. 

gentina’s account is, of COU, i’ Despite this, motor manufacturers are 

matter. There are arguably ex; still crying about Japanese competition. 

putes with Washington 85 ilk Leading manufacturers, particularly Gio» 
Yet another is whether il mi Agnelli of Fiat, are lamenting in 
stymie another overseas wl Bussels about the “Yellow Peril.” 

1 the So they are more worried than the 

present state of the market would appear 

to warrant. ai 
hrealenel’: European self-assurance is still suffi- 

IE ay cient for them to feel more than a 

actors in Iran on which cons" match for Japan in technology, though 

Drought to a halt by {het cum 1o Judge by the rapid progress in pa 

mie revolution. nese design this is no longer the certain=- 
The unfinished ruins of f it might once have been. 

. ۾‎ But the industrial power and the un» 
nuclear power stations aê ¥ اوا‎ 

sore on the Persian Gulf and 4# tounden determination to export shown 

ny to arı investment in Wet # by the major Japanese manufacturers are 

nuclear technology that olê increasingly causing upset and arıxiety. 
already seen fit to write olf. Recent developments have played & 
olk ا‎ le tos و‎ of 
Cl on. The productivity edge Japa- 
(Rheinlecher Merkor ı14fl' nese manufacturers enjoy Over their Eu 
Topean اع ا‎ has if anything in- 

0 creased, for instatıce. 

New horizon „A car worker n Toyota City, sa puts 
in on average 20 per cent more hours 
Coated me d4 han his opposite number in Rissels- 
than detente, with a mix ® ; helm 

and suspicion, ا‎ (Opel) or Stuttgart (Mercedes) per 
GDR politicians ا‎ : 

how happy they would be if ®, What is more, he works more effecti” 

ist brothers could be convince, "J, not only because he is more dedi- 
entire East Bloc can only benef uted in his approach to his, job but also 
smooth relations between Bo Wause he is backed up by a more up” 

Berlin. ` edate and more automated production 
The Borin Government is Ê. Yraratus. 

similar position, True, {he 4% ` last year. a special additional factor 

have said that only the Sot: was the decline in the exchange rate of 

and not the other East Blot | the yen against the deutschemark, which 
will be affected by trade rest 0 further improved the competitiveness. of 
bogota. but a demonstrative, exporters. 

of economic relations pe¥el .;. European manufacturers have little to 

German states would not be ا‎ stl against these advantages, with the re- 

by US public opinion. . wg sult that Japan has gained ground in the 
So the Bonn talks bete f West German. market, largely at the ex- 

pense of competition from other EEC 


already hit West German ml 
try hard. 


Mittag, Minister of Economie 
Lambsdorff and Chancellor 5 
be more of. a sounding ot i 


e Of bl By February 1980 Japan’s total share 


| Of the West German: market reached 7.9 
n 8 lke hive tû well’ Per cent, and it was panic stations all 
jio BEW relations "si und when Honda’ held cooperation 
ا اا‎ 0 NA س‎ with British Leyland and Nissan 
HAE Cra 1A th Alfa Romeo.’ ° 


° when the domestic conswim 


and thereby creating a dilemma 


dependent on deuterium imports for at 
least six years until its heavy water plant 
is in operation. 

Besides, that will not ensure it a nuc- 
lear potential either. That Argentina al- 
a has, albeit to a lesser present 


ex 

Canada failed in its bid to secure the 
contracts for both Atucha II and the 
heavy water plant even though, in the 
700-megawatt power station's case, it 
underbid Kraftwerk Union by $400. 

So criticism of Argentina's nuclear 
development programme can be seen in 
another light. The United States and 

Canada also strongly objected to the 
e ل‎ between Bonn and Brazil, 

legedly because the contract wa 

awarded to US firms. 2 

Yet criticism from the United States 
and Canada must not be dismissed sole 

1y a8 sour grapes. Both Germany and 

Switzerland must face the music on the 
main argument advanced by their critics, 

It is that by delivering the goods to 
Argentina they are enabling another 
threshold power to join the nuclear club, 
especially as Argentina is a non-signa= 
tory of the non-proliferation treaty and 
may reasonably be suspected of harbour- 
ing nuclear ambitions. 

„But a number of industrialised coun- 
tries that are not members of the nuc- 
lear club also had grave misgivings about 
the non-proliferation treaty. They were 
wotried ratification would hamper the 
peaceful use of atomic energy. 

3 Bonn was one such objector, and this 
view is shared by many developing 
countries that are also quick to suspect 
the nuclear haves of a desire to limit 
their sovereignty. 

Ever since the first Indian nuclear 
device was exploded in May 1974, four 
years after the non-proliferation treaty 
came into force, suppliers of sensitive 
equipment have invariably insisted on 
assurances by their customers that it will 
only be used for peaceful purposes. 

These assurances are as binding legal- 
Jy as the non-proliferation treaty, and in 
the case of Atucha II1 Argentina is quite 
prepared to give them and to reach 
agreement on inspection procedures 
with the International Atomic Energy 
Authority in Vienna. 

Bonn claims Argentina has accepted 
the 0 on i it insists, Details 
are no available, but since they re- 
portedly tally with IAEA BOYES it 
seems fairly certain they do not go as 
far a8 the United States would like. 

Washington wants inspection of nuce 
lear capacity independently developed 
and built by Argentina too. 

One might, of course, argue that 
paper is easily signed and that dictators 


Dealings with East bloc 


so now would be the time to step up 
trade, but DIW does not expect growth 
rates to be as high as in the early 70s 
where West Germany is concérnéd. 

Yet overall conditions have taken ã 
turn for the better, since East bloc, coun- 
tries are now running at less of .a deficit 
in trade. with West Germany. -So-econo- 
mic .leeway for an increase in trade. is 
there for the asking. . peter Wertz .. 


(Die Welt, 10 April 1980) 


here was bad blood between Bonn 
and Washington over the nuclear 
deal with Brazil, But sour grapes was rot 
the only reason, 4s a closer look at 
Bonn’s nuclear deal with Argentina 
oe 
A year or so ago relations between 
Argentina and Chile were at a low ebb. 
Ph ined 1 in storm-tossed 
eas south o del! Fuego wh م‎ 
fields were felt to exist. go Tien e 
.' Argentinian leader Jorge Videla threa- 
tened to press his finger on the nuclear 
trigger, whereupon Chilean leader Au- 
gosto Pinochet grudgingly conceded the 
disputed islands to his Andean nelgh- 


ur. 

Well, he didn't really, of course, but 
this scenario miglit well have happened 
if General Videla had succeeded in de- 
veloping an Argentinian nuclear device 
aid been unscrupulous enough to use it, 

In point of fact the two dictators had 
sufficient common sense to accept arbi 
tration by the Vatican, in much the 
samê way as Alexander VI, the Borgia 
Pope, shared out the spoils of the New 
0 between Spain and Portugal in 

Yet the spectre of nuclear war be- 
tween Argentina and Chile is more than 
4A bad dream. Nuclear pundits are con- 
vinced Argentina could by now be the 
owner of its own nuclear warheads if it 
had only wanted to go ahead with, de= 
velopment. 

Ignorance or hypocrisy are thus the 
only possible explanation for te dispute 
over whether or not Kraftwerk Union, a 
Sone 1 should be allowed to 

pply the Argentinian di 
second reactor for E e since it had its own uranium deposits 
station, and was not dependent on supplies of 
Critics m has nonetheless been volced enriched uranium from the great powers. 
1 anticipation of the go-ahead from the ا‎ o and in order to keep fis- 
Bonn Cabinet. Members of the Social. Fiury or heavy te, S0 will Eribelae a 
deeply u apy BÛ ho ê 0 600-megawatt power due for elit 

Brigitte Erler, an SPD member of the in 1982 with Canadian technical assis= 
Bundestag scientific research committee, 
has warned that Bonn may be providing 
Buenos Airês with the wherewithal to 
bl an atomic bomb, 

e conceded that no supplier 
lear installations could uni de takê a 
cal measures to ensure that the recipient 
used them solely for peaceful purposes. 
But that was clearly not the main rea- 
son why she objected to the deal. What 
upset her more was that Argentina is 
govéêrned by a military junta. 

If Argentina could only bs prevented 
for a number of years from gaining 
access to sufficient nuclear know-how to 
i E pone, she argued, the junta 
at least nı 
o ot be shored up by 
.. Indeed, Bonn could be instrume 
E e ا‎ 

ca that might 

il prporion ght well assume 
“ Argentina is both a threshold ل‎ 
credited with sufficlent 1 
How to ا‎ atomle bomb and a 
noin-signatory of the 1 1 

proliferation treaty, 2 e e 
; Since the Argentinian government i 
Mot answerable to partlemenitaiy ا‎ 
it is hardly surprising that warnings have 
been ‘sounded. 0 : 


nuclear club by virtue of fissile material 
siphoned off from the production line 
of a research reactor supplied by Canada. 

Atucha I is a 340-megawatt nuclear 
power station designed and built by 

Kraftwerk Union in Argentina. It runs 
on untreated uranium and has been in 
operation since 1974. : 

Experts reckort that spent nuclear fuel 
rods probably contain up to 100 kg of 
plutonium a year, and plutonium can be 
separated from uranium by chemical 
processes with which advanced develop- 
ing countries should be conversant. 

So Argentina could well have stock» 
piled and separated enough plutonium 
from the nuclear waste it has accumu- 
lated since 1974 to build several atomic 


9. 

Separating lethal plutonium, with an 
atomic weight of 239, from uranium 238 
is relatively easy. Separating fissile ura- 
nium 235 from non-fissile uranium 238 
is much more difficult, 

Uranium 235 and uranium 238 are 
chemically identical isotopes and differ 
solely in physical terms. They can only 
be separated by means of extremely 
expensive physical processes. 

This requires some such unit as a gas 
centrlfuge that is capable of explolting 
the slfght difference between their ato= 
mic weights. 

Argentina resolved to build a nuclear 
power station using natural uranium fuel 


Argentina imports İts deuteriu! 
the United States and ا‎ 
mid-March Buenos Aires reached agree- 
ment with a Swiss company on a plant 
to supply 250 tonnes of heavy water a 


This would make Argentina both no 
longer dependent on the United States 
and Canada as deuterium suppliers and 
able to build or commission a new 700- 
megawatt natural uranium nuclear power 
station every three or four years. 

. Shortly before the Swiss contract was 
signed an article in the New York 
Times claimed Argentina could use its 
heavy water installation to build an ato 
mic bomb. 


In fact Argentina will not be any less 


Continued from page 6 
litical tension looks like taking pride of 
place over economic considerations, 


. This tension cannot fall to affect the 
other Comecon countrits’ plans for tra 
de with the West too, it is noted. Trade 
م‎ the East stagnated since 1976 
E „And an opportünity of boosti 
ا‎ foo 2 once threshold coun- ike belng mised E 
non-signatory of the non-prolifee The ( ê currently 
sètion treaty . but has now joined the diftlne H ات‎ 81 e 


AD, asec TE 


In the Sovlet Zone the administration 
of justice was systematically “purged” 
and put at the service of a new political 
system, whereas in the West it survived 
1945 virtually unharmed. The Westem 
allies attempted to impose 4 national 
system of social security but the Ger- 
mans resisted this anıd the old system 
was maintained. All these decisions still 
affect us today. 

The response of the Western demo-= 
oracies to the national socielist challenge 
waş of great interest and even of rele» 
vance today. Anyone who wished could 
have. drawn parallels between the uncer- 
tainty and ‘indecisiveness of the main 
protagonists before the war and the pre. 
sent western response to the Soviet inva- 
sion of Afghanistan. 1 a 

There were important home political. 
reasons which dictated appeasement 
policy during the 1930s and thus pre- 
vented a firm western response tO Hit- 
jers various acts of aggression. 

The British ,were afraid that France 
and America would leave them to fight 
on their own and that a rapid rearma- 
ment programme wouid hinder efforts 
to recover from the world economic Crir 
gis and modernise ` British soclety. 

France was under such heavy ecoro-=- 
mic pressure and was so divided socially 
that it was simply incapable of an effec- 
tive response to national socialism, And 
in the USA, President Roosevelt regard- 
ed his New Deal policies as the main 
priority. 

He was convinced that Hitler was 
dangerous but, for the sake of his hame 
policies, he did not want to ask the İiso- 
lationist congress to abandort American 
neutrality. Ekkehard Bohm 

(Hannoversche Allgemeine, 3 Aprli 1980) 


turally centres around the Middle East, 
but for orientalists the Middle East is 
only one area of their studies. Oriental 
studies cover all of Asia as far as China 
and includes the African continent. 

Research into these countries, their 
peoples, languages and cultures is the 
concem of orientalists — and this re- 
search cannot be done in ivory towers in 
West Germany. 

The German Orient Society (DMG), 
founded in 1845, is the professional as- 
sociation of German orientalists and 
finances among other things the Nepal 
Research Centre in Kathmandu, from 
where scholars undertake long journeys 
by foot to find and decipher Sanskrit in= 
scriptions. 

They then photocopy these inscrip-= 
tions and send copies to Nepalese cultu- 
ral institutions and to the Prussian State 
Library in Berlin. The Library has 70,000 
of these documents which are vital to 
oriental research. 

The DMG has started a similar pro- 
ject in Mauretania, and in Beirut the 
Getinan. Orient Institüte, a: subsidiary. of 
the: DMG, Is working !on #& nêw ‘Arab 
dictionary — ' despite all the troubles 
there, 9 ا‎ . 

Up to now, oriental studies have been 
regarded as a strictly academic subject in 
wiiiéh graduates have no' other - job 
prospects but an academic career.  : 
` This must change. The complicated 
dialogue with the Third World is now 
the main problem of our age and $o we 
must reblise how urgently ‘needed orien- 
talists with practiéal bent are .iéeded in 
Industry, politics and education: “... 

"The universities have takèiı ‘notice ‘of 
the criticism that they neglect contem-“ 
porary history: ahd ietonomics: in ' their 
oriental" stuidles :‘eûUitşes. Two new pri» 
fessorships havé beeli established at ‘thie 

A iy i :tontlriuedl on’page 18: SIPE 


“Historians debate differences between 
..... i Nazism and Italian fa 


scism 


they were not prepared to do so efter 
the Second World War. 

The discussion of the Palestine prob- 
lem from 1917 to 1948 was also of 
topical relevance, It emerged that the 
present Middle . East problem was im» 
planted from outside anid that modem 
Palestinian nationalism is & result of EU- 
ropeanı intervention, Slonism and British 
power polltlcs went hand in hand: . 

Another subject: German and ‘Irish 
immigrants to the United States had si- 
milar problems of cultural adjustment 
problems to those immigrant workers in 
this country today. But in the end they 
not only. adapted ' to America, they 
changed it, : 

The eariy ‘days ofthe Federal Repub- 
lie of ‘Germany are now history and 
were discussed at Würzburg under the 
heading New Beginning or Restoration? 

Three ‘examples serve to show conti- 

nuity in West, whereas the same tradi= 
tions were abruptly broken off in East 
Germany. One was the dispute between 
1945 and 1952 about whether the tradi- 
tional German civil service tradition 
should be retained. In the Soviet Zone 
of Occupation tlie old-style civil service 
was abolished and has never been re- 
stored. In the West, the Germans fought 
for the retention of the system and got 
their way despite bitter resistance fron 
the allies. 


result that the Franks, unliké the ‘Goths 
and the Vandals, did not then disapþear 
ftom the historical scene, but laid the 
foyridalons for the West Europe. of tor 
day. The Frankish state wag .also'a world 
empire in that, at the height of its 
power, it regarded itself as identical with 
Citholic Christendom. . . 

Klaus Zemaçk, of 


Giessen, read a 


paper on Sweden İn the 17th century ~ 
iiké the British Emipirë a case of a world 
power declining because it had pushed’ 
iis 
Danish hegemony and cantfol Russlan 
trade, bujlt up a huge army that could 
only be financed when it was deployed 
outside Sweden's borders, After expan- 
sion ended the Nordic War (1700 to 
1724) broke out and the over-extended 
Swedish empire collapsed. 


frontiers too far, Sweden, to Counter 


Wolfgang Mommsen of London and- 


iysed the complex and chequered struc- 
iure. of the British Empire, which in 
many cases exercised control indirectly 
through regional power elites (especially 
in India and Africa) or by economic in- 
fluence. 


This method could only work as long 


as the ruled submitted voluntarily. And 


` "Western solution ‘is no route 
to oriental social justice’ 


tion, the westernised upper classes and 
indeed all foreigners. 

The upper classes have not brought 
about the hoped-for political and social 
change but only dependence on foreign 
countries, which is all the more humilia- 
ting the more traditionalistic the people 
are, 

Economic liberalisation on the Wes- 
tern model did not bring social justice 
to the ofiental world but a deepening of 
class differences, Attempts at pluralism 
failed, often degenerating into one-party 
systems with police state tendencies. 

Where feudalism remained, progress 
alienated the ruler from the people, the 
mass of whom have always identified 


2 0 
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, with Islam and only with Islam. The 
‘principles of Isiam İimlt the power of 
„the ruler so that when the psychological. 
conditions are right rebellions are inevit- 
able. : 
. The occupation. of the Grand. Mosque 
in Mecca was a clear warning to the 
° Saudi rulers and as a result they are now 
considering . introducing 4 constitution. 
Until now, the Koran has been the only. 


guidelirie of politics. : 
Islam, Professor Steppat .explgined, ig 


not a Uniform religion, It allows consi 


¬" garablê 1atitudë ' for interpretation ' and 


RL Islamişstion: has taken such 
different forms in different countries, ' 
Public interest in oriental studies na- 


cal condition of the people in . 


| liberalisation along Wes- 


tern lines is not the way to being 


social justice to the Oriental world, ac- 
cording to an expert in Islamic affairs. 


Fritz Steppat, Professor of Islamic 


Studies at the Free University of Berlin, 
said this type of development would 
only deepen class differences. 


Professor Steppat was speaking to 4 


packed house at a public lecture in the 
Berlin State Library. 


‘The lecture was part of the 21st con- 


ference of German Orientalists and Was 
organiséd by the German Orient Society. 


"About ' 500 expeits, including many 


from the Middle East, attended. 

! ‘The huge public interest in Professor 
Steppat's lecture is probably symptorma- 
fie of our shocked response to recent 
‘events in the’ Islamic World and espe- 
cially in Iran. : 

i We do not understand, e 
would like to, the; backward-looking. 
‘forms of Ilam as practised, for.example,.. 
in Saudi Arabia. These forms are no 
‘more and no less than defence measures 
‘by the upper classes against the opposi- 
ition, which has assumed a religlous 
«mantle. EDE 
i Professor Steppats lecture showed 
‘clearly that it is riot Islam ãs a religiori 
iwhich: is to: blame for the religious re < 
‘volutionary proceşses . taking place al 

Imost 
‘the histori 


though. we 


throughout the Middle Ëast, but 


I SOCIETIES 
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1. 
OD the main topics at the 33rd 
German Historians Conference ih 
WUtzburg was a comparison of German’ 
Nazism’ and Italian fascism, 
"Delegates also’ discussed’ the cohcen= 
tration and distribution of power in the 
Third Reich. . ..' 

“The debate underlined how much re 
Teeeroh still has to be donê, especially: in 
ker Dieieh Bracher of Bonn, stress 
ي‎ ' thé differences between German 

:" 1‘ Werner Sehroatar.’! Nazism and Italian fascism: under Mus- 

. : + (Photot Digne Melerkn golin there was o massacre of Jews; 

when’ itis harmontous,. Mulo.yy the state Was not absorbed by the party; 


harmonies 18 fAstistic,1: "- .: apart from the fascists, thers were other 
Q.: You directed a show in fg; traditional power groups. In general, he 
Ingrid Caven. ı.-.- i. < argued, there was greater tolerance. 


` There was a clear generation gap be- 
teen younger and older German hig- 
torians on the question of who really 
held r within the Nazl State. The 
older generation (Andreas Hilgruber of 
Cologne, Eberhard Jãckel of Stuttgart 
and Karl-Dictrlch Bracher of Bonn) 


` ‘Schroeter: Yes, shes all 
Germany: with this ا‎ Wi 
want’to ‘do a kind oöf' dirous hers 
with artists and animals. 4 
“Qu: You will soon be -direcihg 
zart' Don Giovanni in Kassel, Hise 
seen the film ‘version by Losey nll 


bermann? argued that Hitler was the sole ruler and 
. Schroeter: No, but Ihave #1 this was a major factor why the Nazi 
urês, and that was enough. . - state was different from fascism under 


Q.: Going back to Palermo or E Mussolini. 1 
burg. Tho film lasts three hough , TE Younger, genertion (Wolfznrg 
the time you devote to oliaractert r Schneider of Trier and Hans Mommsen 
tuations: too much for the filmgol of Bochum) argued that Hitler was in 
. Schroeter: 1 don’t make biiy f fact dependent on the power groups 
The film originally lasted seren iu who supported him and that the power 
so I have left out g lot as it ls, Ig of the pariy and state apparatus was 
1t, doegn't bire mé, J i peater than is often supposed. 
bûre others. i ^ : 0 و‎ dee le E, 

. : or a comprehensive analysis o 

e planning a netî mechanisms of decision-making in the 
got ‘enough to do. Ti Poh 

Q.: Wouldn't you like tû dlî re was general agreement that na- 
Cologne somë time? tional socialism had unintentionally 

Sehroeter: Yes, 1 would, bul modernised some aspecis of German SO- 
has asked Hê 2 8 ciety. Although Nazi ideology was eco- 

ys nomically and socially backwards-look- 

,  Klnet stadt-Anzelget,?A1F ing, anti-democratic and lacking a socio- 
political concept, its Gleichschaltung 
fringing into line) removed traditional 
social barriers in German society, thus 
creating one of the conditions for 


The decrierg called the; product! 
insult.to the victims of Auschwitz ¥ 1 
pathişers retorted that the pudu democratisatiore after 1945. 
Wag 4 saygge attack on Ou Another unintentional achievement of 
and djsoneşty inı the fog of Asti Nazism was that the defeat meant the 
.„ , Welgg algo stalod his view, o destruction of the old class sociéty — 
very reasonablê one: “[ cer iia’ especially that of the East Prussian lan- 
diffprent production of the ply 4® downers, 
cording to. what ;1 know, this اا‎ The overall theme ,of the conference 
ur tlme, Yo FÊ was the Rise and Fall of World Empires, 
"There. AN. — a subject of considerable interest in 
hê plaj.” gi these days of the break-up of traditional 
Weiss, iF power constellations, . : 
seen’ the N ; World empires as such, i.e. empires 
2 OYJ: Î ‘embracing.the entire known world, only 
Pr ile i ited of course in antiquity, acpording, 
1E Thos ; play yen 1 {nû bh the. contentvally and formally rather 
. Thosë ‘who five ‘js, ketchy lecture ,by Alfred Heusg, of Gör 
hold their peace. The drift of Sy ingen, The ancient Egyptians and 
pretatioh'sooh becimés tJêar a jy, housands of years later the Chinese be- 
i rn ایا‎ hh ‘lieved that they ruled the entire world, 
voyêuts of hörtor, Gur moll Alexander, the Great was ûn idçologist 
tut, ‘lust’ The"prodticllon i FO of er E Roi e 
OV apparent point otir n go nol although they ruled the . entire 
اا ا‎ material foh. a kiown world, They were forced fo 20 ûn, 
i RE <tending their frontiers to, defend 
ero lftouaiy Ba. pleal Power positions they already held... 
of: 'R provincial: tente. N ;Josef Fleckenstein of Göttingen then 


.the bşsië problem öf thé inter 
lation between power 4proad, and cit 
cumstances at homêé,’ concerittating ol 
lhe Frqnkish empire 1, 
Church and state helped. bring, about 
the fusion of the Germanic conquerors 
. and the Gallo-Romian natives with the 


` , Schroeter! Yes, completely. It tumed . § 
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Q.: So you allow your lay actors to in- 
fluence you, react spontaneously to what 
they come up with? 
out that we changed almost everything 
with the actors. I have always done this, 


by the way. We advertised for gctore in - 


the papers. Wé did events ir schools 
and churches with them, let them play 
little ıaketçhes..to, see how they reacted. 
Most of them, the village priest and the 
landowner, for example, aated as :the- 
mselves, Most of them really enjoyed it. 
Q.: I have heard that stage actors also: 
enjoy working with you. 
. Schroeter: In ' Kêthohen von Hell- 
btofin in Bûchum I gave the actors the 
responsibility “for.:the play, I. tried to 
wean them from the feats and arixieties 
all actors. have, because they’ have to give 
the audience a’ perfect perfotmancé, T 
eyen walked'around oh thé stage'myself: 
rE 00 pelornane ‘It: wags hice 
wotk — and very extreme,‘ from 
fofmal point of view, i r 0 


Q.: What made you’ chose ‘Kath 
chen? 8 Rm O TEE 


Schroeter: Apart from Lohé i 
have only done plays with women İn. the’ 
malh part. Katficher wis thaybe thé last 
plécê in the jigsaw, gs the expressjlon of 
a certaiji relation among’ people. I find 
the play much crazier than you'd think 
the way it is normally acted. The abšo- 
lute ,uriconditional Way 'she' trots after 
the matt. The inner’ strength,’ although’ 
hê tortures her sadistically. This İs' the 
wiy Î interpret the text. 1 see him as 
belg dftaid'of her, This is the way peo-= 
ple behave in real life and can be pre- 
sented as such ir contemporary terms. 
Q: Don't you ever find that stage di’ 
E interferes with your film work? 
chroeter: No, People used -to -% 
that my films were theatrical ج‎ 
tle but in the theatre my work was fil- 
mic, Kathchen von Heilbtonn was ore 
of my best works — in the theatre or in 
e was ã very Satisfying work, 

j. All the works you have directed 
are characterised by your special interest 
in, music, ا‎ 

Schroeter: I like al] music, especially 


8 ®. 9 ر‎ 1 
.„, Weiss’s play: 
.-. unleashes .::. 
| controversy: 
witnesses and ‘accused are ` þla d: ط‎ 1 
nasty demi*monde ‘entertainers a pal 
make-up. The applause for this version. 
a a few hesitant boos 
re:heard, Pe! a a: ۹ 
n i. 0 0 1 ٣ P E 
. Therr all: hell ‘bğke loose: and wê. Were: 
treated to what is known in this. country 
as a “moral debate,” ‘Some of the audi- 
ence ‘were appalled,,. Friedrioh. Lufty 
doyen . of.. German ' theatrè critics, . and, 
Gûnter Graok, expressed their .abomina-» 
tion of this “stupid ‘and. culpable erıter- 
prise”... ...<- |, 3 
. Loudest to:condemn.was Heinz Ga- 
linski, chairman of the West Berlin 
Jewish community, who immédiplely 
demanded that thêè . productioh be, 
droppéd withoût ein kiowing the ob= 
secure object of ‘his indignation (iê: 
با‎ having seen the play.) E 
6 sequel to all thif was itterflyT 
dlctable, precisely ‘following the 
scendtioy ‘of scihdals ° ‘and '- siö“dalled 
standald.' One side ‘dalled fof té’ clnlsot 
and the other immediately felt obliged 
to defend the-.fteedom of. art: to. stave 
off:anyiform-of censorship. ili timi, , 


mTHEARTS 
„Filta director finally gets 
5 hiš recognition 


Wormer Sehiroétér has bean diracting fllms : icilfaî 
1 een d you’ fepresént a young : 8: a 
o12 e = operatlcally stylised fllms ence 0 Cai 1 1 a 
eles 2 8 3 اا ا‎ one-dimensional and even flat? > 
Selhroater,: bom in Gatha ln 1348, E ees e rp e 
ame known to a wider publlo when it pas to' contain Dlatitudeg, too ا‎ 


E ay are scenes in it I find. exeruciati : 
2 Soreened, Thê cejf but 1 deliberately left them a bee 


“exûtio outalder of the German cinema” 
produced most of his films forthe ZDF, Ouse there is ã truth in this flatnoss: I 
the :§econd Garman TV Channel. His 0e took out more romantic scenes 8o’ 
older works have rarefy, hean shown in that they could stay ‘in. I don't care: 
cinemas. HanpHelnz, Schwere, of, the whether. people think Pve made: a.flat. 
Kölnar Stadt-Anzelger, hara Intarviows film or a perfect film. .. .:,. : 
ا‎ Qu Do you think that many :people 


Schroeter, . 
enjoyed the provocative parts İn. yol 
film because they would drê b0 
so direct themselves? ....,. 
Schroeter: I consider it important to 


Q.:. Werner Schroeter, last year you 
were, awarded the Natlonal ‘Film Prize 
for r film Neapolltan arid you: 

nfly won the Golden 'Bear Award At behave eccentrioally anı 

: t 
pret AEE r al, reine pepe ûe e mn U 
fala an .artist with pretentions to a. public 


EE audience, do not do it,.who is 
Sehtoeterr There was nd money with it? Of course I want 0 


either prize, Of course i have deserved a 1 
ola ee rone he, ul beter r e Bi lies rel e 
"Qt Wasn't “the Berlin’ Golden Bear E : kone pardişe in. 


award a cornpromise, especially 4% you 2 
Ee iS SG 0 "Sehroeter: Palme di Montechiaro is 
ي‎ not a-place wliere people go for their 


Heartland? 

holidays, 1t is too kaputt for that, But it: 
has its poetry, because you can COm- 
municate with the people there. True, 
they are aggressive towards foreigners — 
and Î had to fight this at the beginning 
— but later we got a lot out of them. 
They confided many things in me’ 

which 1 later put into the film, 

Q.: Did you already have a script? 

„ Schroeter: After looking at the loca- 
tion, I wrote the script with Giuseppe 
Fava. But we ended up not using it 
when we made the film becausê there 
were constantly new things happening 
during filming which gaye us a new per« 
spective or: things, 


‘Schroeter: They dld not share the 
Prize, o 0 two prizes, But 1 as- 
me the other had to get th 
because of r rebe 
enîure that American, films Would go on 


belng shown at ths fostNal, 
Q.!: ‘Sinte the prlzë award, you have 
had huge publicity. Doesn't it bother 
you that you have sperıt years as art Olit= 
sider and now suddenly so much is 
being written and said about you? 
Schroeter: No, it doesn’t bother mie, 
as long as people do not write too 
much, You can ride 4 name to death if 
you write too much about if. The prob 
lem is also that there are so few people 
wlio can really. get to grips with a per- 
sonality, The few things 1 have writterı 
— such a8 thé tribute to Maria Callas — 
were tremendously hard work, but 1 en 
joyed doing. them. But I think onıg has 
to teke ã lot of time. ۳ 
Q. The, response to Palermo or 
ature Was on the wholêè positive, with Auschwitz, 
ot get annoyed aboùt bad tevlews? No one is. mote awara of the contro~ 
0 a ont ا‎ be al nature of the play than. Kurt 
use | e about me, ner, who, over loudspea! 
ا‎ a most recent films hava nally welcomes the 1 
e 0 erent from jour previous fiercely controversial production of Peter 
e ould lt be that the new socio-po- Weiss’s:.Oratorium .İin 11. Son, Th 
E 
c88. on the one hand ‘and the mise Is on top of a lengthy statéieiit by 
Hndenndgt of the othe’! i. Hûbner on the a RE 
0 roeter: If you look closély at my Iy displayed in the foyer, : 
ork over the past eleven years, you will Certainly n6 one can sccuse Hibner 
1 ae always tended to do new ûf fails modesty, ا‎ 
4 ifferent, things. There is a huge ‘fhe Berlin theatre world is raging 
0 0 i ample between Eika Ka: _ûver an èvent which in reallty 18 hardly 
: i. 7 ° ° anl event at all. There i ا‎ 
4 How did you ' come to make proportlori e n e 
"the ‘issue ıand ' the. amount of steam 


he Freie Volksbühne, Berlin, has 
recently produced Peter Weiss's' The 
Investigation — and unleashed a fierce 
corıttovetsy in thê process, 
The play deals, among other things, 


a or Palermo? 
chraeter: ‘It began’ with a’ 1 ا‎ 

arlicle I read Whlole rnoved 8 ty bell ean ho Fal olla 
at the timê. I didn't really Want to make 
another film on Italy after Negpolitan 
ders bul my frlend persuaded mé to do 


When the Fele Volksbilhne premio 
ed ‘Thomas SehulteMlchels’ produetion 
of ‘The Investigatfon, there was -little 
excitement, Jt was generally regarded as 
û atop-gaþ produotlon because the Frefe 
Volksbûhne had dropped. its plans to 


Q.: Why. does the German part tike 
World=pterniere ' Rolf Hochhuth's play, 


plate in Wolfsburg of all places 
Sthrpeler: 1 think Wolfs is dn Lawyals, - 

extêmê ekamjle of an brithhabttabls : Directori:. had the 

environment, a town ‘based on, nothlhg pice rein 1 


but industry, ٤ °" °. Gulfmeritaty: dtamia Fra 
2 : . 2 
: @ Do Jou: not think that: the way Aelita trlal in e ee 
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BI MEDICINE It is noteworth 
that 
side-effects of 0 rl N a HEALTH gunlly who are not at home in either 
differs according to what e en unless they can learn the inner 
Tuctures. 


This means that lip-reading and fin- 
ger-language should only be first “for= 
eign languages” for deaf and dumb chil- 


dren. 

The Berlin experts called for scientists 
and the general public to accept these 
new findings the most important of 
which is that sign languages are self- 
gufficient independent languages. “This 
brings hope to the deaf but also shows 
what a long research and the teaching of 
the deaf still have to go.” م‎ 

Professor Detlev Ploog of the Munich 
Max Planck Institute was probably spea- 
king for many when he said: “I! have 
given up my prejudices agaist sign lan“ 
guage.” . Justin Westhoff 

(Der Tagessplegel, 2 Aprll 1980) 


Blind children 
learn from 
zoo experiment 


Oe Zoo holds special lessons for 
blind children in which the children 
are allowed to touch the animals and 
ean form an impresslon of what they 
look like. 

The scheme has proved a great SUC” 
cess according to the Zoo's magazine: 
“Seeing with our hands —~ We have had 
very positive experience with this 
scheme here in the zoo. These lessons 
are an essential step in getting to kılow 
the world about us” 

This was written by Theodor Dûren, 
headmaster of the Land Blind School in 


Uren. 

Teachers of the blind regret that oniy 
a few zoos in West Germany have spê- 
cial classes for blind children: Cologne, 
Frankfurt, Stuttgart and Hanover. 

"The reluctance of zoos is understand- 
able, though. Brigitte Apel of Hanover 
Zoo says: “As the children get most of 
their information by touch, we have to 
allow them to touch selected animals,” 
And zoo keepers are not happy about 
their animals being touched because 
there is a danger of infection and changes 
in animal behaviour. 

Wolf Haferkamp, director of the Co- 
logne Zoo School, says: “We only make 
an exception in the case of the blind, 
because they cannot learn any other way 
than by touch.” 

Zoo school teachers say that blind 
children are their most attentive and 
grateful pupils, but visits from blind 
children also mean a lot of work. The 
animals used in teaching have to be ex- 
tremely patient, Zoo keepers often 
spend weeks observing animals to see 
which of them are most suitable to be 
used in teaching: “Zoo animals are not 
pets after all. They are not used to being 
touched” . . 

., The. 150 blind children at .Dûüiren 
school willl have to wait for.a while be- 
fore they can grasp what an elephent 
1ooks like. “Our elephant has turned 
nasty and he has even started attacking 
keepers. It would be too risky at the 
moment” Snakes, on the other hand, are 
very patient. Blind children in Cologne 
put their hands ori the python Elise and 
feel it moving. Other animals they arp 
‘allowed to touch are: parrots, penguins, 
asses, goats, monkeys and sea bears. Ih 
Hanover, they are even allowed tp 
touch lion and lion and tiger cubs some- 
times. Blind children learn what certain 
animals smell like and whet noises they 
make: “And they ate sble to find their 
way around when they visit the zoo with 
thelr parents": 

{Stuttgarter Nachrichten, 5 April 1080} 


New sign language helps deaf to 
talk about complex subjects 


sign language Was just a collection of 
pictorial gestures such as non-deaf peo- 
ple also use (scratching one’s head, 
shrugging one’s shoulders, pointing to 
someone, etc), However, it has since be- 
come clear that sign language also uses 
sets of phonemes and rules for the 
combination of these units, Although 
somes of the origins of sign language 
may be pictorial in origin, they have 
been subdivided into these small units 
and subjected to grammatical laws. Only 
thus is it possible that new or complex 
contexts can be represented by signs and 
understood with the eyes. 

Of course there are also important 
differences between spoken and sign 
languages, The possibilities of expression 
influence grammatical structure whether 
the language is spoken or sign language. 
Jt is hardly surprising that ASL signs 
take twice as long to make as the corre- 
sponding words. The samezing thing is 
that this does not affect the speed of 
the statement as a whole: in a given per- 
jod of time as much can be said in ASL 
as in spoken English. So it is obviously 
the listeners capacity for absorbing and 
understanding the message which de- 
termines the speed of any language. 

Finger language, in which the deaf 
imitate the sounds they have lip-read, 
takes twice as long as ASL or spoken 
English to say a given thing, If does not 
have the same grammatical structures. 
This fact could be regarded as proof that 
the communication systems the deaf 
and dumb are normally required to learn 
are inadequate. 

The case of American sign language 
exemplifies clearly how a logical capaci 
ty for communication must be struc= 
tured, First an “inner language” and a 
vocabulary of concepts must be develop- 
ed. Deaf and dumb children should 
learn this inner language as early and as 
throughly as possible. Only if this is 
done to they have a complete basis for 
translation into and from other lari 
guages. 

This problem can be illustrated by 
looking at children brought up bilin= 
سے‎ 

Cantinugd from page 10 
ate act of (self) defence against German 
indifference and German sentimentality 
about its thelr own crimes (see Holo’ 
caus). 

The version could be a product of CA- 
reerism or moralism or a confused comr 
bination of both, It would be presump- 
tuous to say which of these it is. 

It is a typically German delusion that 
the .great moral . debates are the really: 
important ones, Hochhuth’s pliys, 
Heyme's theatre, The Investigation — all 
have the great advantage that they allow 
‘people to take sides so gloriously. 

Theatre, the moral institution, thus 
becomes the scene of moral shadow- 
boxing in which ali the arguments and . 
slogans are known before the fight ever 
begins: on the one side the indignant: 
on the others the indignant at .the n= 
dignation, with ranks. of both sides 
firmly closed — and eyes too. 

If morality in this country were 
anywhere near as great 4$ OUF delight in 
moral debates, moralistic talk shows, 
then no one in this country would need 

: to be afraid of Germany any morê, 
` Benjamin Henrichs 
(Dlê Zeit, 28 Maroh 1980) 


eases are being treated. Pirorian ( 
example has more negative şi 1 
when used on chronic polyarlhtii, 
tients than on spondylitis patien 


Rheumatism is of course not oy 
ease but a number of diseases 
common that they attack the Mott 


apparatus and the skeleton, eaf children in most European 
of rheumatism are still uni Ta Dintes are forced to lip-read to 


for sore meleboli dira Yk Ig Howe tf soon s4 Che tench 
rh ا‎ Clastllll eaves the classroom they start using 
example. heir own sign-language, which enables 

For this reason alone it is deyi complex communication even though 
not all ‘rheumatic diseases will x some educationists regard it as an in- 
in the same way to the same drug, adequate substitute. This incorrect view 
apart from individual peculiarities, can be attributed 0 the fact ا‎ to 
. now knowledge the study of human 

E only i چ‎ has been confined almost ex- 
when the causes have been dium ely to the spoken and written 
a cellular or molecular wê From this point of view it is hardly 
e disease rovealed. , Î gurprising that the organisers of the 
Jochen Aum Dahlem (Berlin) conferences held every 

(Frankfurter Allgemeln Zk OU! JAS had to postpone a planned 

ir Deutschland, 9 Atli workshop on the education of deaf and 

dumb children. The basic questions 
about similarities and differences be- 
tween sign language and spoken lan 
still have not been answered. And 


guage has developed completely 
independently of the English language 
environment, ASL has beer systematical- 
ly developed and is now used in the 
third generation of deaf families. 

Even the experts in Berlin were asto- 
nished at the ease and perfection with 
which deaf and dumb American collea- 
gues could talk about scientific prob- 
lems, The conference was attended by 
one of the hundred specially trained ASL 
interpreters in the USA. There are everi 
e and plays in American sign 


anguage. 

Ursula Bellugi of the Salk Institute of 
Biological Studies in California said that 
the study of sign language raised fun- 
damental questions about the nature of 
language such as “What would language 
be like if it were not based on the voice 
and the carî" 

Latest research shows that spoken 
language and sign janıguage have the 
same basic elements: in spoken language 
we have arbitrary and, in isolation, mea- 
ningless sounds (phonemes) which are 
formed into the smallest meaningful 
unlts (morphemes}, then there is the 
grammatical level, a structure in which 
single signs and words are “bound to- 
gether” The sounds and the rules for 
their combination differ from one lan- 
guage to the next but this basic struc- 
ture is common to all languages. 

A superficial view, according to Mrs 
Bellugi, led scicntists to assume that 


“ign language and spoken language; 
„. biological limitations of linguistic form.” 
"What emerged was that a radical re- 
£ think is needed. Sign languages are far 
more than gestures and mime. By means 
i ER EE ` of them, people can communicate on 
ا ا‎ the most complex sub jects. 
expensive. The néw hospital in Mi This, unfortunately, does not apply to 
for example is 80 metres high MF e German speaking countries but pri” 
cording fo an advertising tk parily to ASL — American Sign Lan- 
comfortable as a three-star holt guge. As coınparisons showed, this lan- 


The huge clinic in Aachen yor lit : REE س‎ 
Blorious weather for 8.50 DIM 


built will be the biggest cloud Wi 
is too much i0 expect, bul we can promise you 


complex in Europe — 250 mels 

135 metres wide, eight storeys, 
that with the ald of our climate handbooks you wlll 
be able to travel when the weather suits you best. 


ed” with 24 SO-metre towers, IS 
52 operating theatres. Who would 
to be a patient there? 

Professor Elisabeth Noelle-Nem 
head of the Allensbach Instllul 
“The number of doctors is inti 
and hospitals are uttramoderm bul 
same time the coldness and anon, 
which depresses patlents js iner 

This is clear from the Infas po, O 
51 per cent of the 2,788 peoflt 
regarded the hospitals As COM 
per cent thought doctorş werê OYE 
ed and one in four patients 'roled Û, 
aş “authoritarian” or nervous, 

"Only 21 per cent said that 0l 
had time for their patients. , 

The replies to questions on 3. 
personnel, ‘are equally alarming: 6 f 
cent did say that. nurses arid oe: 
were “willing té help” buf 43 Ei 
the. staff were overworked, Wher 
the’ past ‘nurses had a reputation Û’ 
being self-sacrificing and selfless, f 
main impression today is one 3 
sionallsm and functionalism: 
per cent thought: hgspital ‘staff. 8 
“seff-sacrlficlng” 7’ 

Oniy 14 per tent thought tet f: 
tlents In çlinics were treated “Inds 
ly" Oniy 20 pér cent th : uf: 
had “time for patient” 7 
. Patients’ . judgement .qf 
déompetehée 18; damning. thE 
only 37 believe thaf iurşes and 0% 
are “competent” '; ’ .. 

, .Ahdther-result of the poll that ge : 
make’ politiciahs think 18 fiat A ` Climalological handbooks ara 
cenit. gf patients prefer ‘small i yf | avalable for Latin America, 
which, actording: tO East Asia qnd the Middla.Easl. 2: 
Finance Law, are no 10 0 2 
govemmêllt subsldles!: poi ا‎ 
| Dl Met : 


Business and private 
travel overseas calls for 
careful preparation. 
Ã Tha weaiher varies 80 
Î wildly that you may 


be in for an ج‎ 
unpleasant surprise. 


These climate handbooks ara compiled by 
gxperienced meteorologisis and Ilst month! 
stailstiçs for major citles: temperature, rainfall, 
rainy days, humidliy and menilon of speclel 
features such as fog, thunderstorms. whirlwinds 


, Reference seclions round off the data, 
making ihe cllmatologlcal handbooks ر‎ 
comprehensive guldes ا‎ traveller م‎ 
will need. They Include §5 charts and 2 
about 11,000 figures on 60 to BO page8. کر‎ 3 
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New drug could be breakthrough 


the impression that rheumatic diseases 
are getting easier to treat as more and 
more anti-rheumatic drugs come onto 
the market. However these drugs are 
primarily symptomatica, drugs that as- 
0 or eliminate pains and inflanıma- 
ion. 
Then come so-called basis therapeuti- 
ca which do not, aş the name suggests, 
attack the cause of the disease but form 
the matrix of therapy. Doctors hope that 
in the long term they can prevent or rêë- 
duce rheumatic inflammation which, in 
the case of polyarthritis, first attacks the 
capsular ligaments, then destroys thé ar- 
ticular cartilage and finally attacks and 
deforms the bones. However, treatment 
with these basis therapeutica is not 
usvally enough in itsêlf, 


Patients say what they 
think about hospital we ied Bele am 


est German hospitals are expen- 

sive and ultra-modern ~— but cold 
and impersonal, according to a poll 
among patients by Infas, the Institute of 
Applied Social Sciences. 

The poll, commissioned by the Bonn 
Ministry of Labour, asked patients if 
they would go back to the hospital they 
had last been in. 

Only 38 per cent said they would; 23 
per cent said the last hospital they had 
been in had beer unsatisfactory; 61 per 
cent said it had been “acceptable on the 
whole” but they still would not want to 
go back to it. 


The Allensbach Demoscopy Institute 
has found that one in two patients is af- 
raid of hospital, and 45 per cent have 
the feeling of being “powerless and de- 
fenceless.” 

, West German hospitals ‘treat 11m pa- 
tients a year. Their pulses are no longer 
taken by nurses, Instead they can hear 
their heartbeats over loudspeakers, 
Humming computers transmit data ön 
vital functions on to TY monitors. One 
nurse at Grosshadern Clinic in Munich 
said that there were so many patients 
that some were simiply forgotten and left 
sifting iû wheelchairs, in the corridors, 

Hospitals.are getting bigger and more 
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.in treating rheumatism 


diseases, particularly in the English- 

speaking world. 

There has only been one long-term 
study in West Germany, that of M. 
Schattenkirchner of Munich University 
Polyclinic and H. Mûller-Fassbaender of 
the Bad Abbach Rheuma Centre, dealing 
with rheumatic disease which. hardly re 
sponds to treatment: spondylitis ankylo- 
sans, also known as Morbus Bechterew. 

This is 4 chronic inflammation of the 
spine leading to increasing deformity 
and stiffness. The two rheumatologists 
used piroxicam as well physical therapy 
on 83 patients, The treatment not only 
led to a rapid reduction of subjective 
complaints but also to a clear improve- 
ment in patients’ mobility. A striking 
feature of the treatment was the norma- 
lisation of the blood settling velocity, a 
sign that Inflammation processes are 
being directly influenced, It is not yet 
clear what immunological mechanisnıs 
are affected. 

At a Rheumatism Symposium in 
Hamburg, Schattenkirchner described 
the side-effects of piroxicam as compar 
atively slight, He found that 80 per cent 
of the spondylitis patients had “an ex- 
iremely good tolerance of the sub- 
slance.” 

The main side-effect of all non-ste- 
roid anti-rheumatisın drugs is the irrita- 
tion of the mucous membrance of the 
stomach, which can even lead to ulcers, 
Piroxicam is better than other anti- 
rheumatic drugs in this respect, 

A final judgement cannot, however, 
be made until the drug has been tried 
on more rheumatism patients. 

The three pillars of rheumatism ther- 
apy are: physical (heat, cold and move- 
ment therapy), anti-rheumatism drugs 
and operation. As with many other 
chronic diseases, it is essential that 
diagnosis should be swift and that the 
patient should gct specific individual 
treatment from the beginning. 

Professor H. Mathies of the Bad Ab- 
bach rheumatism centre complained re- 
cently of the many wrong diagnoses and 
false therapy in this area. 

As for anti-rheumatism drugs, one has 
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heumatism and related diseases of 
the joints, though’ not killers, affect 
between 20 and 30 per cent of the total 


population. 


. Professor H. Hoffmeister of the Na- 
tional Health Offices Social Medicine 
Institute in Berlin says that the annual 
cost of treating the disease is DM7bn 
and he estimates the indirect cost 


through working days lost and early re- 
tirement at DM30 bn. 

But because rheumatism is not high 
up in the cause-of-death statistics, ‘it 
tends to bè underrated. The Germarı 
Rheumatism League estimates that be- 
tween 3m and 5m people suffer from 
severe rheumatisnt. 

They also reckon with a further in- 
crease in degenerative forms of the dis=- 
case, caused by “wear and tear” The 
main reasons. [or this is greater life ex- 
pectancy and thus an increase in poss- 
ible causes of wear and tear on the 
joints, 

Progress in therapy for the most seri- 
ous forms of rheumatic diseases has 
been slow. About 20 per cent of all 
forms of chronic polyarthritis {chronic 
rheumatism of the joints) is largely in- 
curable: patients become cripples, in- 
creasingly unable to nove, in need of 
care. 


Sudden Improvement in 
many cases 


W. Meyer of Eilbeck Hospital in 
Hamburg pointed out that in half of 
these CASES, the patient's condition sud- 
denly improves and the symptoms dis- 
appear without treatment. 


A new anti-rheunıatisnı drug, piroxi- 
cam, has been developed which could be 
a breakthrough in rheumatisnı therapy. 
It has powerful anti-rheumatic effects 
(average daily dose only 20 milli- 
grammes) and a long half-life period, 
which means that one tablet a day is 
enough to achieve a steady concentra- 
tion of the substance in the blood. 


Piroxicam, now being marketed under 
the trade name Felden, was synthesised 
over 15 years ago in the research labora- 
tories of the American company Pfizer 
in Groton — a fine example of the de- 
velopment of a specific drug [or speci- 
fic diseases. 

Scientists E. H. Wiseman and J. Lom- 
bardino worked quite systematically: 
they manipulated the molecules until 
they came up with the properties they 
wanted. At last they came up with a de- 
rivative of oenolic acid of the. oxicame 
class of substances, which has no che- 
mical similaly to any known anti 
rheumatism drug. 

The effect. of this substance is at least 
purty attributable to a property other 
aıtli-rheumatic ‘drugs ,also have, namely 
e prevention pf prostaglandin synthe 

Piroxicam also attacks the white blood 
corpuscles, the “inflammation cells”, 
slowing down or prevênting them from 
gelling to Ihe centre of the jnflamma- 
10n. 

- There are no Jlonger any doubis about 
ihe clinical effecliveness of the sub« 
slanee. There have been many controllegl 
studies of the most inıportant rheumatic 
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icity, for. the Jim Clerk Race in Hock- 
enlheim. . '. i A 

Young drivers who made! names for 
themselves in the small time last geason 
are now ‘enterlnig in large fiumbets’ for 
the sedson's Fûtmula 2 races. 1 

But a single winter i3 often much too 
short to adapt to what is undeniably a 
tremendous change. Scruples and re- 
sponsibility . are cast aside in the head- 
long rush to the top. 

Manfred Winkelhock is an old hand 
at 28, He is the last member of the 
former BMW junior team who is still 
out in the cold. The others, Surer, Chee- 
ver and Giaccomelli, have all made tlie 
transition to Formula 1. 

He must,,{eel disappointed, still down 
in the Second Division and condemned 
to.. being. dismissed as second-rate, 
Otkers step on it to get to the top at 
any price rather than suffer this fate. 

Roaif Heggen 


(Frankfurter Allgemelns Zeitung 
fur Deutschland, 15 Aprll 1980) 


This, of course, was the proviso, but 
with concentration and a clear head he 
was the first player to defeat Stellan 
Bengtşson in the entire tournament. He 
also beat Ulf Thorsell and Ulf Carlsson. 

.„ Hans-Wilhelm Gab, vice-president of 
the West German Table Tennis. Aşsocla- 
fon and himself a former membet Of 
the national team, referred to Stéllwag's 
“strokes of genius” ا‎ 

Körpa dld ’ hot entirely 
agrea;, “He gets himself into foo many 
› oritical scrapes, After a series of super- 
shots he takes it easy, which detracts 
and often 


But: caach 


spells defegt? ; i i iA 

. Yet Stelliwag seems ori the,.way too 
ı taking. this eriticism to.hesrk:: Thare are 
ties: wheni:not! event undtrglind iy 

self,” he is on recdtd as :BAYiNBeii:1 rr 3 


Aie tn hls tib’ rather 
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, hls . ل‎ and thi 
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8 ÇColllalons a matter of iife,or death’. 0 : ۸ 
. press: release announced in adyvancê pub- 


" from his value, I8 dangefous 


Iig, and maniy' drivers can count theri- 
selves lucky If all they do Is draw: a 
blank: و ا‎ 

‘The attraction of Formula 1 seems to 
exercise a dangerous spell on Formula 2, 
a class in which youngsters on theif way 
up the career ladder compete În cars 
that are not quite as expensive Of 8O- 
phisticated. 

Drivers who want to prove thelr 
worth must do so in Formula 2 at the 
latest — ûr put paid to hopes of thê big 
time. So ambitious youngsters make the 
going. : 

There was: a tlme when Formula 1 
racing drivers went in for Formula 2 
events too. But no longer. They find 
Formula 2 has grown too dangerous to 
be worth the risk. 

Many youngsters enter for Formula 2 
races st the age of 18 or 19, and j re- 
mainig to be seen whether they are ready 
for Formula racing. Often they are not, 
with disastrous results. 

A new generation is on the way UP, 
an Automobilclub von Deutschland 


young driver 


relgning national champion, in & quali 
fying race at Hockenheim this season. 
Coming into the home straight on the 
last lap he went in for a iittle “panel 
beating” with his maln rival Axel Plan- 
kenhorm. 

The two cars nudged each other in 
much the same ways as soccer players 
use their elbows or ice hockey players 
thelr padding. . 

Ludwig, at the wheel of a Ford Capri 
Turbo, succeeded in this last-minute bid 
to dislodge Plankenhorn, driving a 
Porsche 935 Turbo, from first place. 

His foul cost a DMSOO penalty but 
the flne 'was -mûre than offset by 
DM1,500 prize money and the admira- 
tion of 50,000 spectators keen to.see the 
thrills.and spill, : : 

Everyone : knew that although cars 
may be written off in manoeuvres of 
this kind, drivers seldom cûme to much 
harm, But this is only true of raoes in 
enclosed vehicles. : 

In Formula racing such collisions can 
easily become a maiter of life and death. 
Wheels jut out from the car bodies. 
"There is no bodywork to protect the dri- 
ver, Cars are lightweight and easily 
nudged off the track. 

Broken wheel suspension units, sever 
ed wheels and shreds of car body can 
prove lethal weapons after A crash. 

This was how Markus Hûttinger came 
to grief, Four cars were involved in a 
collision and the Austrian youngster, 
who. enjoyed a reputation for being 
lével-headed, was struck on the head by 
a loose wheel. : 

"fhe risk is much greator in Formula 
racing but many young and ambitious 
drivers readily take it. Jt is all or noth= 


Table-tennis team misses 


title by hair's breadth 


risked all he had to giye arid lost,” said 
coach Korpa, “It would be unfalr to ori- 
tieise him.” IEE 

Buf the team were so disappointekl bY 
Liecks narrow defeat that it was some 
timê before théy ' teritmbeted they 
ought to thank théir ‘Icky ‘stars’ they 
had fared so.wel. .. 


Even then their pieasure Was ã tittle. 


jaundiced by the.unanswered query: why 
do we alwajs bave to be no more than 
second-best; <” < 

“ye madê a Rnîéfidbs mark here in 
Berne" sald Korpê, “and we haye shown 
that wê cah mıalntairi our fori for seve- 
ral days of & tournament” ^ 

Defeat in the final surely proved the 

' West German team tu be:one of: the 

.:bëst in Europe, but:only whefi they con- 

' cénttate:and. feel confident thbyare O 

:Wordê: than ' the Swedish, ` Hingariarı:öf 

““YugoslaY AC 7 o i ite 

Take champion Peter Stellwag, 238s 

û ‘clasélo ešample of how. West German 

"table tennis! players’: performancés, YAY’ 

" “Hig previous gmes had. been averağe 
to mediocre, but his showing in :the 
final eliolted ‘praise: fiom Eberhard !Sché 

"1ê, world: .champlonship Tuner tp in 

. 1969, who isnot given to: hasty. prale:: - 

' “O ‘today?a fot Potet:is ons. of the 
all-tlme goats. li sis ier i ah 


Ursula Kamizuru, of Duisbutjj, ûnê öf the 
, fourth-placa getters in tha wore! أ‎ 
dividual: seotion. of: the Europe: 
tennis championships In Berns. 
but lost 211 9 and:. burst: into 
T8, 1 
Why did it havê t6:bê mie? " he'sobb- 
‘edand'slûnık {o his HOtêl rooni, leaving 
ا‎ nd cheesë ‘pistter untouched. 
His nerves were in shredg; fir’ 
+ +:Nêècpnê . was’ 'compleining. “Wilfried 


havê ben particularly disappolnt- ’’ 


mula 2 motor racing is regarded 
ng drivers as tio more 
the direction of a Fore 


was one of those who felt this 
his chance of making the grade. 
ut his dreams of the big time soon 
In the first qualifying race for the 
2 European championship, held 
hixton, England, on Easter Monday, 
me unstuck inı the first lap. 
ees he second race, at Hockenheim orl 
Sister Hlldegard and Sister Cillipril, he was injured in a crash on 
1 (Photo: Hainff fourth lap md died ا‎ an hour 
rt ” ıu. u him at least Form was riot tO 
e | ا‎ f step in the direction of Formula 1; 
women being pushed around afm hê end of the . 
and by: the sudden return to fm fiktinger, who had made a name tor 
the housewife now women are jue in rally racing, was not the only 
demand as members of the labour pi iO MSS out on the chequered flag 
But she. too calls for considegigt Truxlon and Hoenn 
what she rates typically womanly û reakneek overtaking, speed 
stics — the desire {o cang lls and hubcep-to-hubcap challenges, 
protect gh اا‎ ee e 0 Bivens led 
8 
Women no longer think tn teni number of crashes and collisions. 
elen she ay and Fe e A Red Wao Eola ebe 
why conven’ vê 
recently in the same way ûs sesli 


near Stuttgart, after he had spun 
kind and another have donê. 


the Thruxton course following a 
In the past an averse of 4$ i Hockenheim hs planned to give as 
year joined the order. Now ee as he got, buf was all over in 
only two to four newcomes. knlps when he collided with do Cesa- 
Sister Canisia enumerates 4 OPks qf [tiy, The two fastest drivers had 
manly characteristics the del Plated each other out, as racing jargon 
sume responsibility and û  Fçoyid kare it. 5 
litical, formative activity. «jı uci ees with cars that boast fully-en- 
How, 1 wonder, does Closed passenger compartments crashes 


this view with her role as #0“ ad coliisi : rt 
perior of 648 runs? It must cllsions are regarded as just pa 


.# the game, 
ا ا‎ gree of 0 Tike, for instance, Klaus Ludwig, the 


‘one’s way. 
َ cont 


isation of the 
TT wmners-up in the European cham- 
asterles as a whole form pat di EX Upionship finals, having come back 
male-dominated hierarchy of ie cl behind to almost snatch victory 
Catholic Church inthe jaws of defeat, the West Ger- 
` Are women really equal İt gz table tennis team sat back and 

day ane 10 

0 8 sos e he i was half past two in the morning 
nûns seem to regard iye 8 htir Betne hotel.' They didn't know 
problem. Nether to laugh or cry. They had’ just 
Jesus enlisted men only & 3 4 hours 10 minutes playing Swe- 


ciples, Sister Sebastia says. Wome 0 ی‎ IF 
lowed him but he did not appoint; They were 2-0 down, 3-1 down, 4-2 
to office. shd drew level at fûur-all: Then 
and hesitantly Si, FI frelly ost S4. .' 
: Heven years after losing ‘5-3 to Japan 
ehamplonships it 
the first major achievement by a 
German table tennis team and its 
ing I do so feeling I have left fet wpearance in {he Europegn, chafi- 
world. My اا‎ are cori 1 e Maal e 
peace, cordiality and heartfell might 1 ol ye. been happy. 
to shirk questions impressed ®, ٠ 0 ا او ا‎ voiced the 
ı “The community carries r Ritd feelings they sll shared Sure, 
Hildegard said. These women lolif werê. favourites, 1 Wo. have 
live lives in accordance with 4 % badly this season that suoh 
ا‎ anê ! defeat, was much better flan we 
2 strongly. 5 
8 7 the stb E 2 


ptiesthood. . 
When I leave the convent’ thal 


They doubtless need 

n. of When 'a gold medal is. only 
confirmation, the. fulfilment gfe 'siay you aro uhderstandably dls 
jiislfointed to: miss out by ıa hairs 
sR lited Lidck; a 34-year-old: pilmary 
gi EN! teacher frotin. Allee, Westphalla, 


ambitions. the closed syste ; 
organisation and objectives of 


et the loatn, had dnl lêre His 
ericqunter if he tries to PER, the final gamie, was the decider.’ 
ا ا‎ Ing fought to tho brink öf exhaùstion 


" “Hannoverachs Allggmejné, S 4Ê PM Uif Carlsson, 15 yeafs his junior, 


ey 
. „presses a hope that women, 
. “haps in 100. years” .be admitted "f tho Munich world 


` tian charity. 


E REE 
“On a quest and heading İn the same direction 


full-scale pro. 
: test to the Bonn government against the 
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of the Sisters of Divine Providence, 


happiness really began. after death I 
would resign here and now,” one sister 
comments. 

A fundamental cause of the hardship 
of the times is, as they see it, the fact 
that people are ro longer capable of re- 
ligious belief and try to understand the 
world solely in rational terms. 

Providence is their answêr to harde 
ship, but they no longer regard relieving 
material hardship of social outcasts as 
their main mission in life. 

Hardship nowadays is felt to be the 
increasing sense of loneliness felt by the 
individual, fear of life, the dissolution of 
the family, the vain search for a purpose 
in life. 

Nuns try to counter this hardship by 
practising exemplary love of . their 
neighbours as nurses, old folks’ helps, 
kindergarten teachers, schoolteachers 
and pastoral assistants. 

Their aim is to heed the freedom and 
dignity of the individual regardless how 
poor, old or sick he or she may be. 


“If I make a point of not bustling .a ‘ 
dying person into a bathroom, staying’ 
by him in his hour of need ard holding 


his hand, then surely I can bring a little 
more humanity into my immediate sur= 
roundings,” 

To what extent is this more thai 
patchwork? Is it just relief for the indi- 
vidual or does it have a wider effect on 
society? 

Their work concentrates on the indir 
vidual, they say, but they. are well’ awarê 
of the need for political commitment, 
although they do not think so much in 
terms of party politics, 

Instead they alm to bring specific in= 


` fluence to bear on government activities 
` by means, say, of active membership of 


professional organisations, 
They reçently backed a 


planned reduction in nursing staff at old 
people's homes. 
The younger nuns in particular said 


there was no such thing ag an ideal po- م‎ 
' litical party, one that endorsed their ,: 


values in the way they would prefer, ' ‘i 


What about the tole of women’ irr sû 


ciety today? This is the first question 
that makes them stop and think. They 
are not directly subjected to masculine 


They themselves declde on the rules 


` that govern their lives. Within the order 


democratic structures prevail, ا‎ 
Fundamental decisions are taken by. 


, delegates elected by the entire member '' 
ship to a kind of Parliament. The Moth 
, er Superior is also elected for a maxi: 


mum of two six-year terms, thiien'shé re» ' 


be equal i 


“Men and womeh . mus 


°` tutelage. 


. turns to ordinary status, .. 


"` Sacrifices and rewards: why 


14 27 April 1980. ب‎ 
E 2= r > RR 1o. 938-27 Apr 1980 THR GERMAN TRIBUNE 15 
m RELIGION, اح لا اک‎ : 


TE eg A ES 


e women take holy orders 


interest to what they all say and trying 
to understand what they hear. . 

Discussion, conversation and criticism 
are fundamental components of com» 
munity life. “A woman who takes holy 
orders must first and foremost be able 
to: communicate,” says the Mother Su- 

perior, 

“AÃ community of such different cha- 
racters and temperaments would be im- 
possible if we were not to speak frankly 
about everything that upsets us” 

“How much leeway does the individual 
nun have for herself or for a more 
و‎ relationship ‘with someone 

8e 

“Provided the needs of the individual 
ate not directed against the aims of the 
community,” says Sister Sebastia, “we 
feel it is important for everyone to beê 
able to close the door and be on their 
own now and again. 

“Nowadays a close friendship betweert 
two nuns is readily accepted too” 

But why is a close relationship with a 
man out of the question? Nuns take ‘an 
oath pledging themselves to poverty, 
obedlence and chastity for Christ's sake. 

“We can only fulfil this vow by 
means of personal love of Christ,” one 
nun explains, What does this exclusive 
love of God exactly mean? 2 

“Can you tell me exactly why you 
lore a particular man?” the Mother Su» 
perior asks in reply. “In a happy mar- 
riage. a special .relationship evolves over 
the yéars until the time comes when 
you are ro longer interested in another 
man. 

“A nun must exclusively love God to 
the extent that in the long term she is 
incapable of marriage because Christ has 
become everything io her” 

It is difficult for the nuns to define 
this relationship exactly or even to talk 
about their love of God. Outsiders are 
probably not in a position to fully un= 
derstand the radical nature of the reli- 
gious life. 

Yet they readily admit that going 
without a partner and dispensing with 
sexuality, children and a family is fre- 
quently felt to be extremely difficult. 

There are times when all of them 
have wondered whether it was all worth 
while. A firm belief it everlasting life in 
nd is an important factor in their re 
solve. 


` I dnt believe fulfilment and 
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Ae masonry, long, dark corridors 
kand oppresşive silence are the hall- 
marks of a convent, the home of women 
who have cfiosen.to renourice the world= 
ly life arid become nuns. : 
„ What makes women take holy orders? 
Are they disappointed by life, by peo- 
ple? I wondered as 1 knocked at thé 
door. of. the conyent of the, Sisters of 
Divine Providence, 

They are members of an international 
order ' tepresented in' West Germany, 
Holland, Latin America, Africa and In- 
donesia. Their headquarters are in Mün- 
ster, Westphalia, from where 648 sisters 
in 39 units are supervised. 

I was expected and am taken straight 
away to the novitiate, which is where 
novices, young sisters who have yet to 
take full orders, spend their first years 
alongside a number of older nuns, 

From the distance I can hear loud 
laughter and shouting. 1 am welcomed 
in a cordial, hearty manner by two 
young girls.İin grey. convent uniform. 

. .Shortiy afterwards I am sitting along- 
side them and Sister Canisla, the pro- 
vincial. mother superior, and Sister Se- 
bastia, who is in charge of the novitiate. 

We are seated in a brightly lit room 
decorated in a modem manner. The 
women seem self-assured, open-minded 
and curious to hear my questions. 

Before joining the order they were all 
involved in youth work. of some kind or 
other: The two novices studied soelal 
work arıd theology respectively. 

“Sooner Or later,” one says, “1 felt that 
what I was doing was not enough. I felt 
a powerful inner compulsion. Î resisted 
it, travelling and living the good life. 

“But there ws no getting away from 
the feeling and I decided to take orders. 
Yet I had to promise my parents I 
would return home the moment I felt 
unhappy?” 2 


“] tried ta do more for Christ,” says 
Sister Hildegard, 25, “But Î was always 
somewhat out on a limb and found no- 
one.who really seemed to share my out= 
look on life. 2 

“Then ' 1 came here and immediately 
sensed that. people here might not be 
perfect but they were on a quest and 
heading in the same direction as me.” 

"Tîue enough, thete is no ‘mistaking 
thé atmosphere. It is the way the 
women treat each’ other, listening with 


e. 


